Storm Damage Roofing: What Homeowners Should
Know After a Severe Weather Event

When a bad storm rolls through Dacula, the aftermath can be unsettling. You step outside to
check on your property, and the first thing you notice is a torn shingle, a dented gutter, or worse,
a section of roof that looks like it took a direct hit. Storm damage roofing is not just about the
visible stuff. It is about the hidden problems that can turn a small leak into a major repair if you
do not act quickly.

| have spent years working with homeowners after severe weather, and | can tell you that the
first 48 hours make a big difference. The instinct is to wait and see if the damage is really that
bad. But moisture has a way of finding the smallest gap. A wind-driven rain can push water
under lifted shingles, into the decking, and down into your attic before you even realize there is
a problem.

Understanding the Types of Storm Damage

Not all storm damage looks the same. High winds are the most common culprit in Georgia.
They can lift shingles, loosen flashing, and even peel back sections of the roof covering. Hail is
another frequent issue. Even small hail, when driven by wind, can leave dimples in asphalt
shingles that weaken them over time. Larger hail can crack or break them outright.

Falling tree limbs are a different beast. A limb can punch a hole through the roof deck or
scrape off a whole row of shingles. Sometimes the damage is internal. The roof structure
might still be intact, but the impact can shift the underlayment or damage the vapor barrier.
That kind of storm damage roofing often goes unnoticed until the next heavy rain.
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Water Intrusion: The Real Enemy

Water is the biggest threat after a storm. A small tear in the roof covering can let in gallons of
water during a downpour. Once water gets into the attic, it can soak insulation, rot wood
framing, and promote mold growth. Mold in particular can spread quickly in a warm, damp
attic, and it is not just a structural issue. It is a health concern for your family.
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| have seen cases where a homeowner waited a week to call for an inspection, and by then the
drywall in the ceiling below was already stained and sagging. The repair cost went up
significantly because the water damage had spread to the interior. That is why prompt
attention to storm damage roofing is so important. A quick inspection can catch problems
before they escalate.

How to Assess Your Roof After a Storm

Safety comes first. Do not climb onto the roof after a storm unless you are experienced and
have proper safety gear. Wet shingles are slippery, and hidden damage can make the surface
unstable. Instead, do a ground-level check. Walk around the house and look for these signs:

¢ Shingles or tiles in the yard or on the ground

e Gutters that are dented, sagging, or full of granules from shingles



* Visible gaps or lifted edges on the roof covering
e Tree limbs resting on the roof or touching it

e Stains or damp spots on interior ceilings or walls

If you spot any of these, take photos from the ground for your records. They will be useful when
you file an insurance claim. Then call a professional roofing contractor to do a thorough
inspection. A good contractor will check the attic as well, looking for signs of moisture or
daylight coming through the deck.

Navigating the Insurance Claim Process

Insurance claims after storm damage can be stressful. The key is to document everything
before any repairs start. Take clear photos of the exterior damage from multiple angles. If there
is interior damage, photograph that too. Keep receipts for any temporary repairs you make, like
tarping a hole to stop further water entry. Most policies require you to mitigate further damage,
so covering a leak with a tarp is usually a good idea.

Your insurance adjuster will inspect the roof and estimate the covered damage. But adjusters
are generalists. They look for obvious problems. A roofer who specializes in storm damage
roofing can point out issues the adjuster might miss, like compromised flashing or weakened
decking. That is why it helps to have a contractor present during the adjuster's inspection. They
can speak the same language and make sure nothing gets overlooked.

One thing to be aware of: some policies have a separate deductible for wind or hail damage.
Check your policy documents so you know what to expect. Also, ask your insurance company
about the timeline for filing a claim. Some have strict deadlines, and missing them can leave
you paying out of pocket.
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Choosing the Right Repair Approach

Not all storm damage requires a full roof replacement. Sometimes a targeted repair is enough.
For example, if a small section of shingles is missing and the underlayment is intact, a roofer
can replace just those shingles. But if the damage is widespread or the roof is older,
replacement might be the better long-term choice. A patch job on an aging roof can lead to
more leaks down the road.

Here is a rough guide to deciding between repair and replacement:

e Repair if: less than 30 percent of the roof is affected and the remaining shingles are in
good condition

e Replace if: the roof is more than 15 years old with asphalt shingles, or more than 25
years old with metal or tile

e Replace if: there is significant decking damage or the underlayment is torn in multiple
places

e Replace if: you plan to stay in the home for more than five years and want peace of

mind

A reputable roofer will give you an honest assessment. They should show you the damage and
explain why they recommend one option over the other. Be wary of contractors who push for a



full replacement without letting you see the evidence.

Preventive Steps for the Future

Once your roof is repaired or replaced, you can take steps to reduce the risk of future storm
damage. Start by keeping your gutters clean. Clogged gutters can trap water against the roof
edge, leading to rot and ice dams in colder weather. Trim back any tree limbs that hang over
the roof. A limb that is too close can scrape the shingles in a storm or break off and cause
impact damage.

Consider upgrading to impact-resistant shingles if you are replacing the roof. Some shingles
are rated for higher wind speeds and better hail resistance. They cost more upfront, but they
can save you money over time if you live in a storm-prone area. Also, make sure your attic
ventilation is adequate. Good airflow helps keep the roof deck dry from the inside, which
extends its life.

Connect with us on Facebook.

When to Call a Professional

If you suspect any damage at all, call a roofer. A visual inspection from the ground is not
enough to catch everything. A professional will walk the roof, check the flashing around
chimneys and vents, inspect the valleys, and look at the attic for signs of moisture. They will
also check the gutters and downspouts for blockages caused by shingle granules.
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Many roofers offer free inspections after storms. It is a service that benefits both the
homeowner and the contractor. The homeowner gets peace of mind, and the roofer gets a
chance to catch small problems before they become big ones. That is exactly the kind of
approach that keeps a roof performing well for years.

For homeowners in Dacula, GA, working with a local company that understands the regional
weather patterns makes sense. Good Shepherd Roofing, located at 2505 2nd Ave, Dacula, GA
30019, USA, can be reached at +1 833-477-7663 and offers roof repair, replacement, gutters,
and insurance claim support for homeowners in the area.



