getting your international qualifications recognized by
aelo swiss academy

| have sat across enough kitchen tables and video calls with internationally trained professionals to know that
recognition is the part of the journey people dread most. The degree is finished. The exams are passed. Then
comes the paperwork, and the paperwork asks a strange question: prove that what you learned somewhere else
is worth something here. If you are preparing to have your qualifications recognized by AELO Swiss Academy, |
want to walk you through the process the way | would with a client, calmly and step by step, because this is a

process that rewards preparation far more than it rewards anxiety.

Here is the encouraging part up front. Recognition is a solvable problem. It has rules, timelines, and human
beings on the other end of the email address. Over the years | have helped nurses, engineers, marketers, teachers
and one memorable pastry chef move their credentials across borders, and the cases that went smoothly were
almost never the ones with the most impressive degrees. They were the ones with the most complete files. That

distinction matters more than anything else | will say in this piece.

Know which kind of recognition you are asking for

People use the word recognition to mean at least three different things, and confusing them causes real pain. The
first is admission recognition, where an institution accepts your foreign qualification as sufficient to enter one of
its programs. The second is credit recognition, where your prior coursework counts toward the requirements of a
new program and shortens your path. The third is professional recognition, where employers, professional bodies

or state authorities accept your qualification for regulated work.
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AELO Swiss Academy can speak with authority on the first two. The third depends on your field. If you are
heading toward a regulated profession, and nursing, medicine and certain engineering roles are the usual
examples, institutional recognition from an academy is a step toward your goal rather than the goal itself. My
advice is to map this out before you apply. A short conversation with the relevant authority in your target canton,
or with the academy's admissions office, will tell you how the pieces fit together and spare you from building

plans on a misunderstanding.

The Swiss context, in plain language

Switzerland takes a pragmatic approach to foreign credentials. Professions divide into regulated and unregulated
categories. For unregulated work, recognition is largely a matter of what the receiving institution or employer will
accept, and their judgment usually rests on a fair comparison of your qualification against local standards.
Switzerland is also a party to the Lisbon Recognition Convention, the international agreement that encourages
signatory countries to recognize each other's qualifications
https://www.reddit.com/r/flyingeurope/comments/1nnhrnv/anyone_from_aelo_swiss_any_advices/ fairly,

provided the issuing institution is properly recognized in its home country.

In practice, every evaluator | have dealt with asks four questions. What level is the qualification. How long did you
study. What exactly did you study. And is the institution that granted it recognized back home. Keep those four
questions in mind as you gather documents, because every page you collect exists to answer one of them. When
a file stalls, it is almost always because one of the four has no answer in it.

Your documents decide your fate

The single most useful thing | can tell you about recognition is this: the difference between an evaluation that
closes in four weeks and one that drags for four months is usually the syllabus. A transcript proves that you
passed courses. A syllabus, or a detailed course description, proves what those courses contained. Evaluators
cannot grant credit for content they cannot see, so a file with grades but no substance forces them into the most

conservative reading of your case.

| remember an engineer from Sdo Paulo whose evaluation sat untouched for six weeks. His university had issued
a single page transcript, elegant and utterly useless for comparison purposes. He wrote to his old department
rather than the registrar, and within a fortnight he had course descriptions with weekly contact hours, reading

lists and project briefs. He resubmitted. The recognition came back with nearly full credit in under three weeks.



The lesson is not that his case was special. The lesson is that the registrar is rarely the right office. Departments
and faculty offices keep the records that matter, and an old professor answering an email can accomplish what

an official request cannot.

One more thing about documents, and it sounds trivial until it is not. Names must match. If your passport says
one thing and your diploma says another, whether because of marriage, transliteration or a clerical habit at your
university, include the document that links them. | have watched strong files lose a month to a name discrepancy

that a marriage certificate would have resolved on day one.

Translations, apostilles and the small formalities

Switzerland belongs to the Hague Apostille Convention, which simplifies legalization considerably. Documents
that need authentication generally need an apostille from the competent authority in the issuing country rather
than a chain of consular stamps. In most countries the fee is modest, often somewhere in the range of 10 to 50 in
local currency per document, but the processing time varies wildly, from same day service in some offices to
several weeks in others. Check this early, because apostille lead times are the one part of the process you cannot

accelerate by being well organized at your own desk.

Translations deserve a paragraph of caution. Certified translations cost real money, usually billed per page, and a
large file can add up quickly. Before you translate anything, ask the academy two questions: which languages do
you accept documents in, and which specific documents require certified translation. In my experience, applicants
regularly pay to translate twenty documents only to learn that only the diploma and the transcripts needed it.
The reverse also happens. Someone submits untranslated documents in the hope they will pass, and the whole

file waits while the gap gets fixed. A five minute inquiry prevents both mistakes.

What the process usually looks like

Every institution runs its own procedure, and | would encourage you to confirm the current requirements with
AELO Swiss Academy directly before applying, because these things change. That said, the shape of the process is

fairly consistent across the sector, and the cases | have been part of followed a recognizable arc.

You begin with an inquiry, ideally before you submit anything formal. Admissions staff answer questions all day,
and the applicants who ask first consistently submit better files. Then comes the submission itself, with your
documents assembled and certified. The evaluation follows, in which someone compares your syllabi against the
academy's own curriculum, course by course, and decides what maps and what does not. Some programs add an
interview or an entrance assessment, particularly when prior learning is hard to read on paper. Finally comes the
decision, which in straightforward cases means full or partial recognition, and in more complex cases means

conditional admission with bridging modules to close specific gaps.

On timing, | can only offer ranges from experience rather than promises. Straightforward files, meaning complete
documents from recognized institutions in commonly encountered systems, have tended to close in four to eight
weeks. Complex files, especially those requiring verification from a foreign university, can run two or three
months, and longer during summer or end of year periods. One detail people miss: some evaluators contact your
home institution to verify records directly. If your registrar is slow to answer, the clock slows with them. A polite
heads up to your university that someone may be inquiring about your records is one of the cheapest

accelerators available to you.

Partial recognition is common, and often a good deal



Prepare yourself for nuance, because that is what recognition looks like in the real world. Some of your credits
will map cleanly onto the receiving curriculum. Others will not, for reasons that are usually structural rather than
personal. A statistics course taught to social science students is not the same animal as one taught to

mathematics majors, and an evaluator who treats them differently is doing careful work, not being difficult.

| think of a marketing professional from Nairobi who received recognition for roughly two thirds of her prior
coursework. She was disappointed on the day the letter arrived, and | understood why. Six months later she had
finished her program and was working, and she told me the partial credit had been the better outcome all along,
because the alternative was another institution, another city, another year. That is the trade-off worth sitting with

before you react to a decision. Accepting a smaller credit award and starting sooner has real value. Contesting an

award and waiting has a cost that is easy to underestimate.

My rule of thumb, formed over many cases, is this. If the gap between what you expected and what you received
is small, take the offer and move. If the gap is large and you suspect your documentation was thin, ask in writing
which documents drove the decision, then resubmit with better evidence. Evaluators are far more receptive to a

revised file than to a heated appeal, because a revised file gives them something new to work with.

Edge cases that catch people off guard

A few situations deserve special attention because they arrive without warning. If your institution has closed,
which happens more often than people assume, your records may sit with a ministry of education or a successor
institution. Get documentation of the closure and where the records went before you apply, not after a query
arrives. Online and distance degrees are not disqualifying in themselves. What matters is whether the institution
is recognized in its home country and whether you can evidence the rigor of the program, so keep every artifact

of assessment you ever received.

Work experience can sometimes stand in for formal credit. Some academies assess prior learning through
portfolios, project documentation and employer references, and while building that portfolio takes genuine
effort, | have seen it decide borderline cases in the applicant's favor. Incomplete degrees are usually treated as
partial study, sufficient for admission in some cases but not for full credit, and it is better to know that framing

before you submit



