Managing Fuel for Your Fleet: What to Know About
On-Road Diesel Delivery

Why On-Road Diesel Matters for Fleet Operations

For businesses that run trucks, vans, or heavy equipment on public roads, diesel is more than a
commodity, it is a core operating expense. The fuel you put in the tank has to meet specific
standards, and how you get it delivered can affect everything from vehicle performance to tax
compliance. On-road diesel is the fuel taxed for highway use, and its formulation differs from
off-road diesel in ways that matter for engine health and legal obligations.

What Makes On-Road Diesel Different

On-road diesel is designed to burn cleaner than its off-road counterpart. It contains less sulfur,
which helps reduce particulate emissions and meets federal and state air quality requirements.
This low-sulfur content also means on-road diesel is less likely to cause buildup in modern
diesel engines equipped with exhaust after-treatment systems. If you accidentally run off-road
diesel in a truck that logs highway miles, you risk clogging filters, damaging the catalytic
converter, and facing fines from fuel-tax auditors.

The dye is another giveaway. On-road diesel in the United States is clear or slightly amber. Off-
road diesel is dyed red to mark it as untaxed for non-highway use. Inspectors can check fuel
tanks at weigh stations or during roadside stops, and a red tint in a highway truck's tank can
lead to penalties. So the fuel itself is not just a matter of performance, it is a matter of record-
keeping and regulatory compliance.

How On-Road Diesel Delivery Works in Practice

When you arrange on-road diesel delivery, a supplier dispatches a tanker truck to your location,
your yard, depot, or a designated fueling point. The driver connects a hose to your bulk storage

tank or directly to equipment, meters the fuel, and records the volume delivered. For fleets that
operate from a central yard, bulk delivery reduces the need for drivers to stop at retail stations,
saving time and simplifying fuel-cost tracking.

View the location on Google Maps

Deliveries can be scheduled on a recurring basis, weekly, biweekly, or monthly, depending on
your consumption. Many suppliers also offer automatic refill programs that monitor your tank
levels and dispatch a truck when fuel drops below a set point. This approach helps prevent run-
outs that could halt operations. For businesses with irregular demand, one-off deliveries are
also common, though they may carry a different pricing structure.


https://local.yahoo.com/info-12185110-american-energy-supply-upper-chichester-twp/
https://maps.google.com/maps?cid=16602697309633499169&output=embed

One important detail: on-road diesel delivery requires that your storage tank meets local fire
and environmental codes. Tanks must be labeled, have proper venting, and in some cases sit
within a secondary containment system. If you are setting up a new fueling point, check with
your supplier about tank specifications before the first delivery.

Tax and Compliance Considerations

The biggest difference between on-road and off-road diesel is the tax treatment. On-road diesel
includes federal and state excise taxes that fund highway maintenance and infrastructure. Off-
road diesel is sold without those taxes, which is why it costs less per gallon. But using untaxed
fuel in a highway vehicle is illegal. Suppliers are required to collect taxes on on-road diesel and
report the sales to tax authorities.

For fleet managers, this means keeping accurate records of every delivery. You need invoices
that show the fuel type, volume, and tax amount. If your business is audited, those records
prove that you paid the correct taxes on the fuel you burned on public roads. Some suppliers
provide digital records or integrate with fuel-management software to make this easier.

Storage and Handling Tips

Diesel fuel does not age well if left sitting too long. Microbes can grow in storage tanks,
especially when water condenses inside the tank. Water in diesel leads to corrosion, filter
plugging, and injector problems. To avoid this, keep tanks as full as possible to reduce
condensation, and consider adding a biocide treatment if you store fuel for more than a few
months.

Another issue is temperature. Diesel can gel in cold weather, turning waxy and clogging filters.
Winter-blend diesel has additives that lower the cold-filter plugging point, but in extreme cold, a
tank heater or a fuel conditioner may be necessary. If your fleet operates in areas where
temperatures drop below freezing, ask your supplier whether their on-road diesel delivery
includes winterization additives.

Choosing a Delivery Partner

Reliability matters more than price when fuel is critical to your daily operations. A missed
delivery can idle your entire fleet. Look for a supplier with a track record of on-time service and
clear communication. Ask about their delivery area, minimum order volumes, and lead times
for both scheduled and emergency deliveries.

Some suppliers offer additional services like tank monitoring, fuel-quality testing, and tank
cleaning. These can be valuable if you manage large storage volumes or operate in a region



with variable fuel quality. But even basic services, like a supplier who calls before a delivery and
provides a detailed invoice, make a difference in keeping your operations smooth.

When to Rely on On-Road Diesel Delivery

If your fleet runs primarily on public roads, on-road diesel delivery is the only legal option for
bulk fueling. It also simplifies your tax reporting and keeps your vehicles compliant with
emissions standards. For off-road equipment, bulldozers, generators, farm machinery, you can
use the lower-taxed red diesel, but you must keep the two fuels strictly separated in storage
and dispensing.

Businesses that operate both on-road and off-road equipment sometimes install separate
tanks for each fuel type. This avoids cross-contamination and makes tax audits
straightforward. If you only have one tank, you must use on-road diesel for everything, even if
some equipment never touches a public road. The tax savings on off-road diesel only apply
when the fuel stays in off-road use exclusively.

Realistic Expectations for Delivery Logistics

On-road diesel delivery is not a same-day service in most cases. Suppliers need time to
schedule a truck, load the product, and reach your location. For routine deliveries, plan at least
a few days ahead. For emergency fills, some suppliers offer priority service at a premium, but
availability depends on their fleet size and current demand.

Access matters too. The delivery truck needs a clear path to your tank, no low-hanging
branches, narrow gates, or soft ground that could bog down a heavy vehicle. If your tank is in a
tight spot, talk to the supplier about hose length and whether they need a pump to reach it. A
site visit before the first delivery can prevent surprises later.

Keeping Costs in Check

Fuel prices fluctuate with global oil markets, but you can control some costs through smart
purchasing. Locking in a fixed price for a set volume can protect you from spikes. Some
suppliers offer a discount for automatic recurring deliveries because it improves their route
efficiency. Others charge a premium for small drops or remote locations.

Monitoring your consumption is also key. If you know how many gallons each vehicle burns per
week, you can spot unusual spikes that might indicate a leak, theft, or inefficiency. Many fuel-
management systems track usage by vehicle and driver, giving you data to adjust routes or
vehicle assignments.



American Energy Supply, Co., located at 1704 Chichester Ave, Linwood, PA 19061, can be
reached at (610) 494-4874 for questions about on-road diesel delivery or other fueling needs.



