
How to Use Business Type Classification in
Delaware's Supplier Directory

Understanding Business Type Classification for State Contracting
When you search for a certified small or diverse business in Delaware, you are not just looking
for a company name. You are looking for a supplier that matches your project's specifications,
location requirements, and industry needs. The state's directory helps you find these
businesses by sorting them according to several criteria, including company details,
certification type, industry sector, and geographic area. One of the most useful ways to narrow
down your search is through business type classification. This system groups companies by
their legal structure, ownership model, or operational focus, making it easier to identify the
right partner for your work.

For example, if you need a woman-owned construction firm for a state project, you can filter
the directory by both the certification type and the business type classification. This
combination saves time and reduces the number of irrelevant results. The classification
system is not just a label; it reflects how the business is organized, who owns it, and what it
does. Understanding these categories helps you make informed decisions when selecting
suppliers for public contracts.

Why Business Type Classification Matters
State agencies and prime contractors often have specific requirements about the types of
businesses they can work with. Some projects may require subcontracting with a minority-
owned enterprise, while others might need a service-disabled veteran-owned small business.
The classification system in the Delaware directory allows you to filter by these criteria directly.
Without a clear classification, you would have to review each company's profile individually to
determine if it meets your needs. That process is time-consuming and prone to error.

Moreover, the classification helps businesses themselves. When a company registers in the
directory, it selects the categories that best describe its structure and ownership. This ensures
that when a buyer searches for a specific type of supplier, the company appears in the results.
It is a matching system that benefits both sides of the transaction. For the state, it promotes a
fair and efficient procurement process. For the business, it increases visibility among potential
clients who are looking for exactly what they offer.
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The Delaware directory groups businesses into several broad categories. These include small
businesses, veteran-owned businesses, service-disabled veteran-owned businesses, women-
owned businesses, minority-owned businesses, and disadvantaged businesses. Each category
has its own certification requirements, which are verified by the state or an approved third
party. The business type classification goes a step further by also considering the legal
structure of the company, such as sole proprietorship, partnership, limited liability company, or
corporation.

When you search, you can combine these filters. For instance, you might look for a minority-
owned LLC that operates in the construction industry within New Castle County. The directory
will return only the businesses that match all three criteria. This level of specificity is what
makes the tool valuable for procurement officers, project managers, and small business
owners looking to subcontract. It turns a broad list of certified vendors into a targeted shortlist.

How to Use the Filters Effectively
To get the most out of the directory, start with the broadest search and then narrow down.
Begin by selecting the industry or NAICS code that matches your project. Then choose the
certification type if required. After that, apply the business type classification to refine further.
For example, if you need a small business that is also woman-owned, select both filters. The
directory will show only those companies that hold both certifications. You can also filter by
location to find companies near your project site.

One common mistake is selecting too many filters at once. This can result in zero results, even
when suitable businesses exist. If that happens, remove one filter at a time to see which one is
too restrictive. Sometimes a business may hold a certification but not be classified under the
specific type you selected. In that case, broadening the classification while keeping the
certification filter may reveal more options. The directory is designed to be flexible, so
experiment with different combinations to find the best matches.

What to Watch Out For

Not every business in the directory will have a complete profile. Some may list only basic
information, while others provide detailed descriptions of their capabilities. When you find a
potential supplier, look at their certification status and business type classification to confirm
they meet your requirements. Also check their location and contact information. If a business
does not list a classification, it may still be a valid supplier, but you will need to contact them
directly to verify their eligibility for your project.

Another point to keep in mind is that certifications expire. The directory shows current
certifications, but it is always a good idea to verify with the business that their certification is
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still active. A business that was certified last year may not have renewed. The state updates
the directory regularly, but relying solely on the directory without checking can lead to delays.
Use the directory as a starting point and then confirm details directly with the supplier.

Practical Tips for Buyers
If you are new to using the Delaware directory, start by familiarizing yourself with the available
filters. Spend a few minutes browsing the categories to see what is offered. Note the
difference between a business type classification and a certification type. The classification
describes the business itself, while the certification indicates that the business has met
specific criteria to qualify for certain programs. Both are important, but they serve different
purposes.

When you find a business that looks promising, review their full profile. Look for information
about their past projects, their size, and any additional certifications. If the profile seems
sparse, consider contacting the business to ask for more details. A phone call or email can
clarify whether they are a good fit for your needs. Remember that the directory is a tool, not a
complete solution. It helps you identify candidates, but you still need to do your due diligence.

For Businesses Registering in the Directory

If you are a small or diverse business owner, taking the time to complete your profile accurately
is essential. Choose the business type classification that best matches your legal structure
and ownership. If you are unsure, consult with a business advisor or check the state's
guidelines. A complete and accurate profile increases your chances of being found by buyers
who need your services. Also, keep your contact information and certifications up to date. An
outdated profile can lead to missed opportunities.

The directory is free to use for both buyers and sellers. It is part of Delaware's effort to
promote economic inclusion and ensure that small and diverse businesses have a fair chance
at state contracts. By using the classification system thoughtfully, you can connect with the
right businesses and build successful partnerships. The system works best when everyone
participates fully and keeps their information current.

Final Thoughts
Using the Delaware supplier directory effectively requires a clear understanding of how
businesses are categorized. The business type classification is one of the most powerful filters
available, allowing you to sort through hundreds of certified vendors quickly. Whether you are a
state procurement officer, a prime contractor, or a small business owner looking for



subcontractors, this tool can save you time and help you find qualified partners. The key is to
use the filters in a logical order and to verify the information you find.

American Energy Supply, Co. is located at 1704 Chichester Ave, Linwood, PA 19061 and can be
reached at (610) 494-4874 for those seeking a certified supplier in the region.


