
Practical Tips for Farm Fence Construction on Irish
Land
Fencing is one of those jobs on a farm that never truly ends. You patch a section here, replace
a strainer post there, and every few years you face the bigger question: is it time for a full
rebuild? I have been around enough fields in County Cavan to know that good fence work
separates a tight farm from one that leaks stock, time, and money. The weather here tests
everything, and the ground itself has its own ideas about what will stay put. So when you start
thinking about farm fence construction, it pays to slow down and think about the details that
actually matter.

The first thing to understand is that not all fences are the same. A drystone wall might look
lovely, but it has no place in a paddock where you run sheep. A post-and-rail fence works well
for horses, but it costs a fortune if you try to run it around a fifty-acre block. And barbed wire,
while still common, has its own set of headaches. So the real starting point is knowing what
the fence has to do. Will it contain cattle, sheep, or both? Is it a boundary fence that needs to
last twenty years, or an internal division that might move in five? The answers change
everything about how you build it.

Choosing the Right Materials for the Job
I have seen farmers spend good money on high-tensile wire only to set it on softwood posts
that rot out in four seasons. That is not a good equation. The post is the backbone of any
fence, and in Irish soil you need something that can handle damp. Treated softwood can work
if you use a good preservative and set the post deep enough, but hardwood like oak or larch
gives you a much longer life. Yes, it costs more upfront, but the labour of replacing a rotted
post every few years eats into that saving fast. For strainer posts and ends, I would always go
with hardwood. The corners and gateways take the most load, and that is where a fence fails
first.

Wire choice matters just as much. Sheep netting is fine for sheep, but cattle will lean on it and
stretch it out of shape. For a mixed farm, a line of barbed wire along the top with plain wire
below, or a strand of high-tensile, handles both without breaking the bank. If you are doing a lot
of stock fencing, look at a good quality sheep and cattle netting with a springy top wire. It costs
more per roll but saves on the extra strands of barbed wire you would otherwise need to run.
And never skimp on the staples. Galvanised or stainless steel ring-shank staples hold better
than the cheap smooth ones that work themselves loose after a wet winter.
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Ground Conditions and Post Spacing
One mistake I see again and again is setting posts at the same spacing regardless of the
ground. On dry, free-draining soil that might be fine, but on the heavy clay we have in large parts
of Cavan, water sits around the base of the post and accelerates rot. On those soils, you need
deeper post holes and a bit of gravel at the bottom to let water drain away. In boggy ground,
you might even need to use a different approach entirely, like concrete around the base of the
post to keep it upright. The standard advice of one post every three metres does not apply
everywhere. Walk the line before you dig and adjust your spacing for the conditions underfoot.

Another thing to watch is the lie of the land. Fences that run downhill or across a hollow collect
water runoff, and that water will undermine the posts if you are not careful. A slight crown in
the line, or a drainage ditch cut along the fence, can add years to the life of the fence. I have
also seen fences that were built dead straight across a hillside, only to have the posts push out
of line as the ground moved. Allowing a little flex in the line, following the contours rather than
fighting them, gives a stronger result.

Farm Fence Construction: Getting the Basics Right
When you start the actual farm fence construction, the most important step is setting the
strainer posts correctly. These take all the tension from the wires, so if they are not solid, the
whole fence will sag. I like to use a proper post hole auger or dig by hand to at least two feet
deep for a standard post, and deeper for a strainer. A good trick is to set the strainer at a slight
angle away from the direction of pull, then brace it with a strut that goes from the base of the
strainer to a point about two thirds of the way up the next post. That triangle of support is what
keeps the fence tight for years.

Once the strainers are in, the line posts go in much faster. Keep them in a straight line between
the strainers, and check the line often. A fence that wanders looks bad and does not hold stock
as well. For the wire, start at the bottom and work up. That way you can tension each strand
evenly and avoid the whole fence twisting. Use a proper strainer tool, not a makeshift bar,
because you need even tension across every strand. Over-tensioning is as bad as under-
tensioning; it pulls the posts out of line and can snap the wire when the frost heaves the
ground.

Maintenance and Repairs That Save Money
A good fence will still need looking after. The best time to check your fences is after a storm or
a hard frost, when any weaknesses will show. Walk the lines and look for loose staples,
sagging wire, or posts that have started to lean. Fixing a small problem early stops it becoming
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a big one. I have seen a single loose strand of barbed wire catch a calf and cause a vet bill that
dwarfed the cost of a new fence. Regular patrolling of the boundary is just good management.

If you have an older fence that is mostly sound but has a few bad posts, you can replace
individual posts without rebuilding the whole line. Use a post puller or a chain and a tractor to
extract the old post, then set the new one in the same hole with fresh concrete if needed. Re-
tension the wires after the new post is in. That kind of targeted repair keeps the fence
functional for years at a fraction of the cost of a full rebuild. For netting, you can patch small
holes with a length of the same netting and some binding wire, but if the holes keep appearing,
it might be time to replace that section.

Boundary Issues and Legal Considerations
One part of farm fencing that people often overlook is knowing where the boundary actually
lies. In Ireland, many boundaries are marked by old ditches or hedgerows, and those can shift
over time. Before you start tearing out an old fence, it is worth checking the land registry map
or talking to your neighbour. I have seen disputes that ran for years over a fence that was six
inches off the true line. A friendly conversation and a shared look at the map can save a lot of
hassle. If the boundary is unclear, it is worth getting a surveyor to mark it properly before you
spend money on materials.



Hedgerows are another factor. A well-maintained hedge can do half the job of a fence,
especially for sheep, and it provides shelter for stock and wildlife. But a neglected hedge that
has grown out of shape can push against the fence and pull it down. In that case, the hedge
needs cutting back before you build the fence, or you will be back in a year fixing the same
section. That is where a professional hedge trimming service can make a real difference,
because they know how to cut a hedge so it stays dense and does not lean on the fence.

When to Call a Professional
There is no shame in hiring help for farm fence construction. A lot of farmers can handle a
small run of fence themselves, but a large boundary or a tricky stretch across wet ground is a
different matter. Professionals have the right tools, the experience to judge ground conditions,
and the crew to get the job done quickly. The time you save can go into other farm work that
you do better yourself. And a fence built by someone who does it every day will usually outlast
one built by a farmer who does it once every few years.

Aldridge Landscaping Services Cavan, based at Drumgart, Belturbet, Co. Cavan, H14 D278,
Ireland, offers professional fencing services along with hedge trimming, tree surgery, garden
and lawn care, decking, and power washing across County Cavan and surrounding areas. If you
are planning a fence project and want it done right, it is worth giving them a call at +353 85 135
3227.


