If you have been given a public nuisance fine or court paper in Queensland, the first thing to check is exactly what
document you received. A fine, also called an infringement notice, is not the same as a court summons or a Notice

to Appear. The options and deadlines are different.

Public nuisance is a minor offence in many cases, but “minor” does not mean you should ignore it. Paying an
infringement notice will usually finish the matter without a court hearing. If you have been charged, however, you

generally need to attend court unless the court tells you otherwise.

This guide explains the difference, what happens at the Magistrates Court, and when it may help to speak with a

public nuisance lawyer in Brisbane. It is general information, not advice about your particular case.

First, check what you were given

In Queensland, public nuisance is an offence under section 6 of the Summary Offences Act 2005. It concerns
behaving in a way that is disorderly, offensive, threatening or violent in or near a public place. The precise
circumstances matter: what was said or done, who witnessed it, and what happened before and afterwards can all

be relevant.

Police may deal with an alleged public nuisance in different ways. You might receive an infringement notice, or
police might charge you and require you to attend court. Do not assume that a document called a “notice” is just

a fine.

Document you have What it usually means What to do next Infringement notice A fine offered as an alternative to
having the matter dealt with in court. Check the payment and review options, the amount, and the due date.
Notice to Appear (NTA) A direction to attend court in relation to a charge. Check the court, date, time and charge.
Get advice promptly if you are unsure how to respond. Summons or other court document A formal court process
requiring you to respond or attend as directed. Follow the instructions on the document and contact the court or

a lawyer if anything is unclear.

Checklist: identify the paperwork

Read the document title and the offence description.

Write down any payment deadline and court date.
* Keep every page, including the back of the notice and any attachments.

* Do not ignore a court date because you think you can pay later.

When can | just pay the fine?

If you have an infringement notice, paying it by the deadline will generally resolve the notice without you having
to attend a court hearing. An infringement notice is not the same as being found guilty by a court. But paying

means you are choosing the notice option rather than asking for the allegation to be dealt with in court.

Read the notice carefully before paying. Check that it names you, describes the alleged offence, and gives the
correct amount and due date. If you do not think you committed the offence, or you are unsure what paying
could mean for you, get advice before taking action. The notice should explain how to ask for a review or elect to

have the matter dealt with by a court, if those options apply. Follow its instructions and time limits.



If you cannot pay by the due date, do not simply leave it. The notice may explain options such as requesting more
time or setting up a payment arrangement. If an unpaid amount is referred for collection, further fees or
enforcement steps may follow. Check the current instructions from the issuing agency rather than relying on old

advice or a figure found online.

There is no single fine amount that applies in every situation. Penalty-unit values and infringement amounts can
change, and the amount may depend on the offence and the notice. Use the amount printed on your notice and

check official Queensland Government information if you need to confirm it.

Checklist: before paying an infringement notice

e Confirm it is an infringement notice, not a court attendance document.
® Check the due date and the available review or court options.
® Consider whether you dispute the allegation before choosing to pay.

* Keep a copy of the notice and proof of payment or any review request.

If you have been charged, you may need to go to court

A Notice to Appear or summons is different from an infringement notice. If you have been charged, the matter will
commonly be dealt with in the Queensland Magistrates Court. For a Brisbane matter, your paperwork should
identify the court and the date you are required to attend. Brisbane Magistrates Court is in the city centre, but the

correct venue is the one stated on your document.

Do not assume that paying an infringement amount will make a charge disappear. If you have court paperwork,
get legal advice about your options and make sure you understand whether you must attend. If you miss a

required appearance, the court may deal with the matter in your absence or issue a warrant, depending on the

circumstances and the type of proceeding.

What happens at the Magistrates Court?

The first court date is often a mention: a short hearing where the court checks how the case will proceed. It is not

always the day the evidence is tested. You may be asked whether you have a lawyer, whether you have received



the prosecution material, and whether you intend to plead guilty or not guilty.

1. Check in and find your courtroom. Arrive early, bring your paperwork and follow court staff instructions.

Security checks may take time.

2. Tell the court how you want to proceed. If you need time to get legal advice or review the material, you

can ask for an adjournment. The magistrate decides whether to grant it.

3. If you plead not guilty, the case may be listed for a hearing. The prosecution must present its case, and you
may challenge the evidence and present a defence.

4. If you plead guilty, the magistrate will hear the facts and decide the penalty. You can explain relevant

personal circumstances and provide supporting material.

A public nuisance matter may be resolved at an early court date, or it may need more time. The outcome depends
on the charge, the evidence, any prior history and the circumstances. A lawyer cannot guarantee a particular

result.

The Queensland Courts website has general information about court locations, procedures and attending court.
Use the official Queensland Courts website to check practical details. It does not replace advice about how to plead

or what evidence to rely on.

Checklist: preparing for a first mention

® Bring your court documents, photo identification and any relevant records.
® Arrive early and check the courtroom or daily list.
® Ask for legal advice before entering a plea if you do not understand the charge or evidence.

e Tell the court if you need an interpreter, accessibility support or more time to get advice.

Choosing a public nuisance lawyer in Brisbane

Look for a criminal lawyer who regularly appears in Queensland Magistrates Courts and can explain the choices in
plain English. Ask whether they have dealt with public nuisance matters, what they need to review, and who will
attend court with you. For a local matter, you might also ask about their experience at Brisbane Magistrates Court,

rather than relying on broad claims about “Queensland court experience”.

Google reviews can help you understand how past clients describe communication, preparation and service. Read
several reviews and look for specific details, not just star ratings. Reviews are individual experiences; they do not
prove what will happen in your case. Be cautious of marketing that promises a guaranteed result or says a charge

will definitely be dropped.

Before you hire anyone, ask how fees work. Find out what is included in the quoted fee, whether court
appearances and further hearings cost extra, and what happens if the matter is adjourned. If you cannot afford a

private lawyer, check whether you may qualify for Legal Aid Queensland or another appropriate service.

Checklist: questions for a first consultation

® What does the charge mean, and what are the realistic options?

® What documents, witness details or other material do you need from me?

* What could happen if | plead guilty, and what is involved in disputing the charge?
* Will you appear with me at the first mention and any later hearing?

* What is the total likely cost, and what work is not included?



What to bring to the first consultation

A useful first meeting is easier when the lawyer can see the paperwork and understand the timeline. Bring the
infringement notice or court documents, any police paperwork, and a short note of what you remember. Include
times, locations, who was present and what was said. If the incident happened in Fortitude Valley, the Queen

Street Mall or another Brisbane public place, be as specific as you can about the location.

Keep relevant messages, photographs or video files in their original form where possible. Do not edit, delete or
post material about the incident online. If there were witnesses, write down their names and contact details, but

do not ask them to change or coordinate what they say.

Checklist: organise your information

* Make a simple timeline while your memory is fresh.
* Save messages, images and contact details securely.
® List any practical concerns, such as work commitments or travel.

® Be straightforward with your lawyer, including about facts that may not help your case.

Bail and urgent applications

Bail is the legal permission to remain in the community while a criminal charge is being dealt with, subject to any
conditions. If police have arrested you and you are not released, a bail application may be urgent. Contact a
criminal lawyer as soon as possible and tell them where you are being held. Do not assume that a person charged

with a minor offence will automatically be released on the terms they want.

Where bail is granted, read and follow every condition. Conditions might include attending court, not contacting a
named person or staying away from a particular place. If a condition is unworkable, seek legal advice
https://fantasticlawyers.com/2026/10/11/best-criminal-lawyers-brisbane/ about applying to change it. Do not
breach it while waiting for a decision.

Other urgent court requests may include asking to adjourn a date, seeking more time to get legal advice, or
dealing with a missed appearance. The right process depends on the situation. If you have a court date today or

tomorrow, or you have been arrested, treat it as urgent rather than waiting for a routine appointment.


https://fantasticlawyers.com/2026/10/11/best-criminal-lawyers-brisbane/

Checklist: if the matter is urgent

® Keep your court or police paperwork with you.
* Contact a lawyer promptly and explain the next deadline or court date.
® Follow any bail conditions exactly.

* Do not miss court or contact a protected person unless your conditions allow it.

So, fine or court?

If it is an infringement notice, you may be able to pay it and avoid a court hearing, but first check the notice,
deadline and options. If you have been charged and given a Notice to Appear or summons, do not treat it as a

fine you can simply pay away. Confirm what the court requires and get advice before deciding how to plead.

For a minor offence in a Queensland court, early preparation can make the process less confusing. A Brisbane
criminal lawyer can explain the charge, review the evidence and help you understand the next step. If you are
looking for Magistrates Court advice in Brisbane, take your actual paperwork to the consultation and ask direct

questions about timing, options and cost.



