Planning a destination wedding or business trip with formalwear? One of the biggest stressors | see often is
figuring out how to bring a suit along safely without checking it — and whether you can bring a suit bag plus a
carry-on suitcase on the plane. As an 11-year wedding editor and seasoned traveler who hauls formalwear across

climates and airline corridors, | have some solid advice to share on this topic.

Why You Never Check a Suit — Treat It as a Timeline Item

First things first: do not check your suit. | repeat, never ever checked a suit. Why? Checked luggage goes
through a harsh journey with rough handling, tight folding, and often moisture or confusion. Your carefully

pressed blazer or tux jacket will not appreciate being stuffed into that dark, tumbling cargo hold.
Treat the suit like a timeline item in your wedding or event day. For example:

* Two days before departure: Steam and press the suit thoroughly. Pack it carefully in a garment bag.
* Day of travel: Carry the suit bag onboard with you — make this one of your highest-priority items.

* Upon arrival: Hang the suit immediately and steam again if needed.

By embedding your suit care into your travel timeline, you reduce the risk of last-minute panic and wrinkled

disaster.

Understanding Airline Carry-On Rules for Garment Bags and Suitcases

Here's the big question | get all the time: "Can | bring both a suit bag and a carry-on suitcase onboard?" The

answer depends on the airline and the size of each bag, but here are some general tips and rules.

Typical Airline Carry-On Rules Overview

Airline Carry-On Allowance Personal Item Allowance Notes on Garment Bags American Airlines 1 carry-on up to
22 x 14 x 9 inches 1 personal item (smaller; e.g., purse, laptop bag) Garment bags usually count as carry-on or
personal item depending on size. Delta Air Lines 1 carry-on up to 22 x 14 x 9 inches 1 personal item Garment
bags may count as one item; check dimensions carefully. United Airlines 1 carry-on plus 1 personal item 1
personal item up to 9 x 10 x 17 inches Smaller garment bags can qualify as personal item; larger count as carry-

on.

Note: Always check your specific airline’s website before flying.

How Garment Bag Counts Against Carry-On Allowance

Most airlines treat a garment bag as a carry-on bag if it measures close to or fills the carry-on size limit, meaning
it will typically count as your one carry-on allowance. This means you usually cannot bring both a large garment
bag and a standard carry-on suitcase. Smaller garment bags (think: garment duffel bags) may qualify as a personal

item, allowing you to carry a suitcase as well.

Here's the key:



e Standard upright garment bags (like the Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag) tend to max out or exceed

carry-on dimensions.
* Garment duffels or slim garment bags often fit under the seat, qualifying as a personal item.

® Check your airline's exact size limits and measure your garment bag carefully beforehand.

Von Baer Garment Bags: Leather Elegance Meets Travel Practicality

When | travel with suits, my go-to is the Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag. It marries luxurious leather

aesthetics with smart airline carry-on compliance. Here's what | appreciate:

* Premium leather exterior: Looks great on arrival and feels durable during transit.

* Ample interior space: For suits, shirts, and tie pockets.

e Careful dimensioning: It typically fits the overhead bin but does count as your one carry-on bag.
* Comfortable handles: Easy to carry alongside a personal item.

| always pack the Von Baer garment bag with my suit and a steamer, then use a separate slim, retractable carry-on

suitcase for essentials — keeping my luggage minimal but practical.

Garment Duffel vs Garment Bag: Which One Should You Choose?

When it comes to traveling with formalwear, two popular styles of garment carriers stand out:

Garment Bag (Traditional)

® Usually a long, folder-style bag that opens flat.
* Designed to hang garments secured on a hanger.
® Tends to be larger and bulkier.

® Best for keeping suits absolutely wrinkle-free.

Generally counts as your one carry-on item on flights.

Garment Duffel



® More compact and flexible — blends duffel bag convenience with garment storage.

Allows rolling and folding of garments with less rigid structure.

More likely to qualify as a personal item due to smaller dimensions.

Great for short trips or minimal wardrobes.

Ranking and Recommendations
1. Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag: Best for wrinkle-sensitive, multiple suits or tuxedos. An investment
in protection and style that counts as your carry-on.

2. Quality Garment Duffel (e.g., slim nylon or leather styles): |deal for weekend trips or when packing

multiple layers. May allow an extra carry-on suitcase onboard.

3. Basic Folding Garment Bags: Cheaper but often bulkier and less protective, risk wrinkling garments.

Carry-On Tactics and Boarding Strategy
Packing a suit bag and a suitcase doesn't end at the airport gate. Here's how to handle both items smoothly:

* Measure before you pack: Mark the dimensions of your garment bag and suitcase in your calendar timeline

3 days before departure.
e Stick to airline size rules: Check airline carry-on rules a week before travel; make adjustments as needed.

* Board early: Plan ahead to board early so you can secure overhead bin space for your garment bag. Packed

with a steamer wrapped in an elastic band, it's delicate.
* Tag your bags: Use distinctive tags or ribbons for quick identification and avoid mix-ups.
* Get a carry-on with expandability: Some cases allow you to pack more while still fitting carry-on limits.

* Have a backup plan: In case gate staff want you to check a bag due to size, know your alternative suits or

have access to pressing services upon arrival.

Final Tips to Plan Minimal Luggage with Formalwear
Keeping your luggage minimal is both a space and stress saver. Here's how to do it right:

1. Digitally calendar your packing and steaming tasks: Writing tiny deadlines before your travel day helps

ensure the suit is fresh and not last-minute crumpled.
2. Pack versatile items: Bring multipurpose shoes and accessories that mix formal with casual.

3. Use compression packing cubes in your carry-on suitcase: This technique makes more room when you

cannot bring a second large bag.

4. Always ask about overhead bin space before takeoff: Airlines can have different bin sizes, especially on
regional jets.

5. Bring a handheld steamer: Fit it alongside your shoes, not inside the garment bag to avoid accidental

creases.

Summary: Can You Bring a Suit Bag and a Carry-On Suitcase?
Yes, but with caveats:

® Most airlines allow one carry-on bag plus one personal item.



* |f your garment bag is large (like the Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag), it will count as your one

allowed carry-on.
® You can pair a small garment duffel (under seat size) with a standard carry-on suitcase.
® Board early, measure everything, and know your airline’s rules to avoid surprises.

® Plan your packing timeline to safeguard your suit’s crispness — don't treat it like an afterthought.

With these practical, no-drama logistics and your Von Baer garment bag Website link in hand, your suit will arrive

looking fresh and ready to impress — and you will feel calm and collected during the entire journey.



https://emmalinebride.com/destination/how-to-travel-with-a-suit/

