
Understanding MBA Prerequisite Courses for Your
Graduate Business Degree

Why Prerequisites Matter for Your MBA Journey
When I first considered pursuing an MBA, I assumed my undergraduate degree in English
literature had prepared me for the challenges of business school. I was partly right. The critical
thinking and communication skills I developed were valuable. But I quickly discovered that
many MBA programs expect a certain level of familiarity with quantitative methods,
accounting, and economics before you even start. These expectations are what we call MBA
prerequisite courses. They are not meant to discourage you. They exist to ensure that every
student enters the program with the same foundational knowledge, so the class can move
through core subjects without leaving anyone behind.

Over the years, I have advised dozens of professionals making the transition from non-
business backgrounds into business administration. Almost all of them worried about the
same thing: whether they had the right academic preparation. The good news is that
accredited institutions have designed flexible pathways to address this gap. Whether you are
an engineer, a nurse, or a teacher, there is a route to earning that graduate degree. The key is
understanding what MBA prerequisite courses are required and how to complete them without
derailing your career or your budget.

What Are MBA Prerequisite Courses?
Simply put, these are undergraduate-level classes that cover the basics of business. They
typically include subjects like financial accounting, microeconomics and macroeconomics,
statistics, management principles, and marketing. Some programs also require a course in
finance or quantitative methods. The idea is to level the playing field. A student who majored in
accounting will have already met many of these requirements. A student who studied political
science or biology likely will not have.

I remember one of my clients, a registered nurse with a bachelor of science in nursing, who
wanted to move into healthcare administration. She had zero coursework in economics or
accounting. She was worried that this would disqualify her from every MBA program she was
interested in. I explained that her situation was common and that many schools offer bridge
programs or conditional admission pathways. She simply needed to complete a set of
prerequisite courses before starting the core MBA curriculum. That is the norm, not the
exception.

How Programs Vary in Their Requirements



Not every MBA program insists on a full slate of prerequisites. Some are designed for working
professionals who have a wide range of undergraduate degrees and professional experiences.
For example, Beal University offers an online MBA that is a 30-credit, 18-month program for
working professionals, with flexible schedules and no GMAT or GRE required. In such
programs, the focus is on your professional background and your ability to handle graduate-
level work, rather than on checking off a long list of undergraduate courses. However, even in
these more flexible programs, you may still need to demonstrate basic competence in areas
like statistics or accounting. Some schools offer a self-paced online module to satisfy this
requirement.



Other MBA programs, particularly those at more traditional universities, require you to have
completed specific prerequisite courses before you can even apply. They might ask for two
semesters of economics, one semester of financial accounting, and one semester of statistics.
If you do not have these on your transcript, you can often take them at a community college or
through an online education platform before you formally apply. This can add several months
to your timeline, but it is a straightforward process.



Common Prerequisite Subjects
Let me break down the most common subjects you will encounter. This will help you assess
where you stand.

Accounting: Usually one or two semesters of financial accounting. You learn to read
balance sheets, income statements, and understand how money flows through an
organization.

Economics: Both microeconomics and macroeconomics are typical. These courses
teach you about supply and demand, market structures, and how government policy
affects business.

Statistics: A course in introductory statistics or quantitative methods. This covers
probability, data analysis, and regression. It is critical for any data-driven decision-
making role.

Finance: Some programs require a basic finance course that covers time value of
money, risk, and capital budgeting.

Management and Marketing: These are less commonly required as prerequisites but
appear often. They give you a taste of organizational behavior and market strategy.

If you lack one or two of these, do not panic. Many schools allow you to take these courses
concurrently with your MBA, especially if you are enrolled in an online program that
emphasizes practical experience over theoretical depth.

Why Schools Set These Requirements
There is a reason that accredited institutions invest time in defining these prerequisites. It is
not about gatekeeping. It is about ensuring that every student in the classroom can engage
with the material from day one. In my own MBA experience, I sat next to a former engineer who
could not understand why we spent so much time on basic accounting concepts. He had taken
three accounting courses as an undergraduate. I, on the other hand, had taken none. The
professor had to slow down for me, which frustrated the engineer. That is exactly the situation
schools want to avoid. By requiring MBA prerequisite courses, they create a baseline of shared
knowledge that makes the entire cohort stronger.

Furthermore, the GMAT and GRE tests are sometimes used to measure readiness in these
areas. But not all programs use them. Some, like the online MBA at Beal University, waive the
GMAT or GRE entirely. That decision signals a trust in your professional experience and your
ability to learn on the job. But even when standardized tests are not required, the underlying
expectation of foundational knowledge remains. Completing prerequisite courses is often a
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more direct and less stressful way to meet that expectation than studying for months for a
standardized exam.

How to Fulfill Prerequisites as a Working Professional
If you are already working full time, the thought of going back to school for a few
undergraduate courses can feel overwhelming. But there are several practical ways to handle
this. First, check whether the MBA program you are targeting offers its own bridge program.
Many schools now bundle prerequisite courses into a short online certificate that you can
complete in a few months. These are often asynchronous, meaning you can watch lectures
and complete assignments on your own schedule.

Second, consider taking courses at a local community college. They are affordable and widely
accepted. I had a client who took two semesters of economics at a community college while
working as a project manager. He spent his lunch breaks reading the textbook and did his
homework on weekends. It took him about six months, but he saved thousands of dollars
compared to taking the same courses at a four-year university.

Third, explore online education platforms that offer accredited courses. Some universities
allow you to take a single course without enrolling in a full degree program. This is sometimes



called non-degree enrollment. It is a great way to pick up a statistics or accounting credit
without committing to a multi-year program.

Conditional Admission and Bridge Programs
Many graduate programs offer conditional admission. This means you are accepted into the
MBA program on the condition that you complete certain prerequisite courses within your first
year. You might take an accounting course during your first semester alongside your regular
MBA classes. This is a common practice, especially in online programs that serve working
adults. It removes the barrier of having to finish prerequisites before you even apply.

I have also seen bridge programs designed specifically for career changers. These are
intensive, often lasting a few weeks, and they cover the essentials of accounting, finance, and
economics. They are not meant to replace a full undergraduate degree, but they provide
enough context for you to succeed in an MBA program. Beal University and other accredited
institutions sometimes offer these as a fast track for students who come from non-business
backgrounds.

How to Prepare Even Before You Apply
If you know that you want to pursue an MBA but you are still a year or two away from applying,
you can start now. Look at the admissions requirements for three or four programs that
interest you. Note which prerequisite courses they all seem to require. Then enroll in one of
those courses this semester. Even if you change your mind about which school to attend, that
statistics or accounting credit will almost certainly transfer. It also shows the admissions
committee that you are serious about filling any gaps in your background.

Some people worry that they are too old to take undergraduate courses again. I have seen
students in their forties and fifties thrive in these classes. The maturity and real-world
perspective they bring often makes them the best students in the room. Do not let pride or
embarrassment hold you back. Taking a single prerequisite course is a small step compared to
the career advancement that an MBA can provide.



Final Thoughts
I have walked through the entire process with many professionals, and the one thing I always
tell them is this: do not let the idea of prerequisite courses scare you away from a graduate
degree in business administration. The system is designed to be flexible. Whether you need to
take a few classes at a community college, enroll in a bridge program, or accept conditional
admission, there is a path forward. The important thing is to start the conversation with the



schools you are considering. Ask them directly what they require and what options they offer
for students who do not have a business background.

In my own experience, taking a single accounting course before my MBA made the first
semester much less stressful. It gave me confidence. I could focus on learning strategy and
leadership instead of scrambling to understand debits and credits. That is the value of MBA
prerequisite courses. They are not a hurdle. They are a stepping stone. And for anyone who is
serious about earning an MBA, they are a manageable and worthwhile part of the journey.


