
What to Expect from Professional Window
Installation Services

Why Professional Window Installation Matters More Than You Think
Windows are often the most overlooked part of a home until something goes wrong. A draft
sneaks in during a storm, a frame starts to rot, or the glass fogs up between panes. At that
point, the temptation is to grab a caulk gun and hope for the best. But windows are structural
components, not decorative accents. They manage airflow, light, insulation, and in places like
South Florida, they are the first line of defense against hurricane-force winds.

The difference between a window that performs for decades and one that fails after a few
seasons often comes down to how it was installed. Even the best window unit will
underperform if the installation is rushed or done without attention to the building envelope.
That is why understanding what goes into professional window installation services can save a
homeowner time, money, and stress.

Connect with us on YouTube.

The Difference Between Replacement and Installation
Many people use the terms interchangeably, but they mean different things. A replacement
usually refers to swapping out an old window for a new one of the same size, often fitting into
the existing frame. Installation, on the other hand, can involve structural work - reframing the
opening, adjusting the rough opening dimensions, and ensuring the new unit integrates with
the surrounding wall assembly.

Professional window installation services typically start with an assessment of the existing
opening. Is the framing square? Is there rot or water damage in the sill? What type of siding or
stucco will the new window interface with? These questions matter because a window is only
as strong as the structure it sits in. Skipping this step leads to gaps, air leaks, and eventual
moisture intrusion.

View the location on Google Maps

Site Conditions That Affect Installation Quality
Every house presents unique conditions. In older homes, walls may have settled over time,
creating openings that are no longer perfectly square. In newer construction, vapor barriers and
house wrap require careful handling to avoid compromising the building envelope. In coastal
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areas like Fort Lauderdale, wind-load ratings and impact resistance become part of the
conversation.

A skilled installer will check for these variables before setting the first screw. They will also
consider the type of window - casement, double-hung, sliding, or fixed - because each style has
its own installation requirements. For impact-rated windows, the anchoring method and
fastener spacing are critical for meeting code and insurance requirements.

Materials and Fasteners

Not all fasteners are created equal. Stainless steel screws resist corrosion in marine
environments. Galvanized or coated screws work for inland areas but can rust near the coast.
The type of shimming material also matters - plastic shims are common, but some installers
prefer composite shims that wont absorb moisture.

Sealants also vary. Polyurethane-based caulks adhere well to most surfaces and remain
flexible over time. Silicone works but may not accept paint. The installer should know which
product works best for the specific frame material - vinyl, aluminum, wood, or fiberglass.

Common Mistakes in Window Installation
Even with good materials, mistakes happen. Here are a few that professionals avoid:

Over-driving fasteners, which can warp vinyl frames or strip threads in aluminum.

Using expanding foam as a primary sealant rather than as a supplemental filler.



Failing to level and plumb the unit, leading to binding or air gaps.

Ignoring flashing details, especially above windows in walls with siding.

Not accounting for thermal expansion in metal frames, which can cause bows or
leaks in extreme heat.

Each of these issues can be prevented with proper training and attention to detail. That is why
window installation services from experienced teams often come with a warranty - not just on
the product, but on the workmanship.

What a Proper Installation Process Looks Like
Most professional installations follow a sequence that has been refined over decades. It
usually starts with protecting the interior - covering floors and furniture, removing old window
units, and disposing of debris. Then the opening is inspected and prepped. Any rotted wood is
removed, and the rough opening is cleaned of old sealant and debris.

The new unit is placed into the opening and checked for level in both directions. Shims are
inserted at load-bearing points, typically at the corners and at the meeting rail for double-hung
windows. Once the unit is square, the installer drills pilot holes and drives screws into the
framing. The gap between the frame and the rough opening is filled with low-expansion foam
or backer rod, depending on the width. Finally, the interior and exterior are sealed with caulk,
and the window is tested for operation.

This process may sound straightforward, but it requires judgment at every step. How much
shim is too much? When do you use backer rod versus foam? Should the sealant tool into the
joint or just sit on top? These decisions affect long-term performance.



Impact Windows and the South Florida Context
For homeowners in hurricane-prone regions, impact windows add another layer of complexity.
These units are designed to withstand debris impact and pressure cycling. The installation
must match the product's rating. That means using the specified fastener schedule and
anchoring into the structure rather than just the sheathing. A window that is rated for 180 mph
winds will not perform at that level if the installer uses too few screws or drives them into thin
plywood.

In South Florida, building codes have become stricter over the past two decades. Many
jurisdictions require that installers hold certain certifications or that the installation itself be
inspected. Homeowners should verify that their contractor understands these requirements



before work begins. Asking to see a current license and proof of insurance is standard
practice.

How to Choose the Right Installer
Not all window companies offer the same level of service. Some focus on sales and
subcontract the installation. Others employ their own crews and train them in-house. The latter
usually provides more consistent results because the installers are familiar with the specific
products and warranty requirements.

When evaluating window installation services, ask about the following:

1. How long has the company been in business, and do they have local references?

2. Do they handle the full scope, including disposal of old windows and final cleanup?

3. What type of warranty do they offer on labor, and how long does it last?

4. Are they familiar with local building codes and impact rating requirements?

5. Can they provide a written scope of work before the job starts?

These questions help separate a company that simply hangs windows from one that
understands the building science behind them.

Cost vs. Value in Window Installation
Installation labor varies widely by region and by complexity. A straight replacement in a wood-
frame house might take an hour per window. A retro-fit into a masonry opening with stucco
repairs can take half a day. The cheapest quote is not always the best value if it means
shortcuts on materials or time.



Many homeowners find that paying a bit more for experienced installers saves money in the
long run. Properly installed windows reduce energy bills, prevent water damage, and maintain
their appearance for years. Poor installation often leads to callbacks, rot repair, and premature
replacement.

If you are considering new windows for your home, take the time to research both the product
and the installer. A high-quality window deserves a high-quality installation. The two together
deliver the comfort, safety, and durability that make the investment worthwhile.

LockTight Impact Windows, Doors, & Roofing, located at 2200 SW 45th St #101, Fort
Lauderdale, FL 33312, USA, is a South Florida-based company specializing in impact windows,



doors, and roofing with over 50 years of experience and top customer ratings, reachable at +1
954-500-5625.


