What to Look for in a Delaware County Criminal
Defense Attorney

Facing DUI Charges in Delaware County

If you have been arrested for driving under the influence in Delaware County, Pennsylvania, the
next few weeks will shape your case more than almost anything that follows. The arrest itself
is only the beginning. From the moment the police officer hands you a criminal complaint, you
enter a system with its own pace, its own vocabulary, and its own unwritten rules. A good
Delaware County criminal defense attorney understands those rules and knows how to work
inside them. The wrong move early on, a missed deadline, a poorly worded statement, or
simply choosing the wrong lawyer, can close doors that might have stayed open.

| have handled DUI cases in this county for years, and | can tell you that the first 72 hours
matter. The clock starts ticking the moment you are released from custody. You have a limited
window to request a preliminary hearing, to challenge the validity of a DUI checkpoint, or to
begin negotiating with the district attorney's office. Waiting too long to find a lawyer often
means losing leverage you will never get back.

Understanding the Local Landscape

Every county in Pennsylvania runs its own court system, and Delaware County is no exception.
Cases are heard in the Delaware County Court of Common Pleas, with initial proceedings in the
local district court that covers the municipality where the arrest happened. A lawyer who
practices regularly in those courtrooms knows the individual judges, the assistant district
attorneys, and the unspoken expectations that can make or break a deal. That local knowledge
is not a luxury. It is a practical necessity.

For example, the ARD program, the Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition program, is one of
the most valuable options for first-time DUI offenders in Pennsylvania. It allows you to avoid a
conviction and keep your criminal record clean, provided you complete a period of probation,
pay fines, and attend alcohol education classes. But eligibility for ARD is not automatic. The
district attorney's office in Delaware County has its own criteria, and the decision often comes
down to the specific facts of your case, your prior record, and how your attorney presents your
situation. An experienced Delaware County criminal defense attorney will know exactly what

information the prosecutor needs to see and what arguments carry weight in that office.

What Happens After a DUI Arrest


https://stevenomearalaw.com/dui-offenses/delco-pa/

The legal process after a DUI arrest follows a predictable path, but each step has its own
pitfalls. You will receive a criminal complaint that lists the charges against you. Then comes
the preliminary hearing, where the prosecution must show there is enough evidence to move
the case forward. This hearing is your first real chance to challenge the state's case. Did the
officer have a valid reason to stop your car? Were the field sobriety tests administered
correctly? Was the blood alcohol content test properly calibrated and performed? A lawyer who
understands Pennsylvania DUl law can spot those issues and use them to weaken the
prosecution's case before it even reaches the Court of Common Pleas.

After the preliminary hearing, the case moves to the Court of Common Pleas for formal
arraignment and, eventually, trial or a plea agreement. Throughout this process, the
Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code governs the potential penalties. A first-offense DUI with a
blood alcohol content between 0.08 and 0.099 carries a maximum of six months of probation
and a $300 fine. A high-rate BAC of 0.10 to 0.159 can lead to up to six months in jail and a
$5,000 fine. The highest tier, BAC of 0.16 or above, brings a minimum of 72 hours in jail and up
to six months, plus fines up to $10,000. And that is just the criminal side. PennDOT handles the
administrative license suspension, which happens separately from the court case. You have
only 30 days from the date of arrest to request a hearing with PennDOT to fight the
suspension. Miss that deadline, and your license is gone for at least 12 months for a first
offense.

Why Experience Matters in the Courtroom

| have seen too many people walk into a preliminary hearing without a lawyer, assuming they
can explain themselves to the judge and everything will be fine. It rarely works that way. The
prosecutor has handled hundreds of these cases. The judge has seen every excuse. Without
someone who knows the system, you are playing a game where the other side knows all the
rules and you do not even know the name of the game.

A seasoned Delaware County criminal defense attorney will not just show up at the hearing.
They will review the discovery materials, the police report, the dashcam footage, the results of
the field sobriety tests, the calibration records for the breathalyzer. They will look for
inconsistencies. They will question whether the officer had probable cause to stop you in the
first place, especially if the stop happened at a DUl checkpoint. Checkpoints are legal in
Pennsylvania, but they must follow strict guidelines regarding location, signage, and the
method of selecting vehicles. A mistake by the police can make the entire stop unlawful, and
that can get the evidence thrown out.

The Role of the Public Defender



If you cannot afford a private lawyer, the court will appoint a public defender to represent you.
Public defenders in Delaware County are generally competent and hardworking, but they carry
enormous caseloads. They often have only a few minutes to review your file before a hearing
and rarely have the time to dig into the details of your case the way a private attorney can. That
is not a criticism of them. It is simply the reality of an overburdened system. If your case has
any complexity, if the stop was borderline, if the BAC test was questionable, if you have a
medical condition that could affect the results, a public defender may not have the bandwidth
to pursue those angles. A private attorney who focuses on DUI defense can give your case the
attention it deserves.

Options After a Conviction

Even if you are convicted of a DUI, the case does not end there. The court may impose
probation, community service, fines, and, in many cases, an ignition interlock device on your
vehicle. That device requires you to blow into a breathalyzer before the car will start. It is
inconvenient and expensive, but it allows you to drive legally while serving your suspension.
After you complete your sentence, you may be eligible for DUI expungement, the process of
removing the arrest and conviction from your criminal record. Not every DUI qualifies for
expungement, but for those that do, it can make a significant difference in your future
employment and background checks.

The key is to start the conversation early. An attorney consultation is often free or low-cost,
and it gives you a chance to understand your options before you make any decisions. Do not
assume that because you were arrested, you have no choices. You do. The choices you make
in the first week after an arrest will determine whether you end up with a clean record, a
conviction, or something in between.

Finding the Right Fit

When you look for a lawyer, ask direct questions. How many DUI cases have you handled in
Delaware County? Do you know the judges and prosecutors in the Court of Common Pleas?
Have you ever successfully challenged a DUI checkpoint or a faulty BAC test? A lawyer who
hesitates on those questions is not the lawyer you want. You want someone who can answer
without a pause, who can give you a realistic assessment of your case, and who will tell you
when the odds are against you rather than promising a result they cannot deliver.

Websites like stevenomearalaw.com can give you a sense of a lawyer's background and
approach, but nothing replaces a face-to-face meeting. Sit down with the lawyer, ask your
questions, and trust your instincts. If the lawyer seems distracted, rushed, or unwilling to
explain the process in plain language, keep looking. Your freedom and your record are too
important to leave in the hands of someone who does not take your case seriously.



Final Thoughts

A DUI arrest is not the end of the road. With the right representation, you can navigate the
system, protect your driving privileges, and minimize the long-term impact on your life. The
most important step you can take is to find a Delaware County criminal defense attorney who
knows the local courts, understands Pennsylvania DUI law, and will fight for the best possible
outcome in your case. Do not wait. The clock is already running.



