
Why Clay Soil Causes Movement In Celina Homes
When expansive clay soil shifts under a house, those little annoyances are often the first clues that the structure is
moving, even if the drywall has not cracked yet.

North Texas clay swells when it absorbs moisture and shrinks as it dries out.

In a brand-new Celina home, this movement can show up during the first few seasons as the soil adjusts around
the foundation.

That is why a sticking window or door should be treated as a structural clue, not just a hardware issue.

How To Tell The Problem Is More Than A Bad Hinge
Homeowners in Celina often notice that the same doors and windows are harder to operate in late summer, then
loosen up a bit after a wet spell.

Common signs include windows that bind near one corner, doors that rub on the floor Windows of Celina 469-
716-5345 or latch side, and locks that no longer line up without lifting or pushing the slab of the door.

A few symptoms are especially telling:

The door swings open or closed on its own.

The upper or lower corner of a window frame looks out of square.

The latch only engages after you lift or push the door.

Cracks appear at interior trim near the opening.

The problem gets worse after drought or storm cycles.

A single swollen wood door can be humidity, but multiple misaligned openings usually point to movement under
the structure.

The Seasonal Pattern Behind Sticking Openings
Then a wet period arrives, the soil expands, and the house may heave in a different direction.

That push and pull is hard on framing and finishes.

Downspouts that dump water too close to the foundation, low spots that hold runoff, or irrigation that soaks one
area more than another can create uneven soil conditions across the perimeter of the home.

The problem can be even more noticeable in homes with large glass openings, long runs of patio doors, or wide
doors leading to porches and garages.

This is why some homeowners notice their problem during the same season every year.

What To Check Before You Call For Repairs
Sometimes a hinge adjustment, new strike plate, or a simple weatherstripping fix solves a minor issue.

A quick homeowner check can reveal a lot:

Operate the opening slowly and note exactly where it catches.
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Look at the gaps along the top, sides, and bottom to see if they are even.

Look for trim gaps, cracked caulk, or drywall separation around the opening.

Compare multiple openings in the same room or on the same wall.

If the issue is limited to one loose hinge, tired weatherstripping, or a swollen wood door after humidity spikes,
repair may be enough.

If the structure is still moving, you want the repair plan to account for that reality instead of hiding it.

A replacement window or door should improve operation, seal quality, and energy performance, but it should
also be chosen with Celina's climate in mind.

Practical Steps That Reduce Future Sticking
The best prevention usually starts outside the opening and works inward.

Keep gutters clear and extensions aimed away from the foundation.

Inside the home, keep an eye on recurring misalignment.

A correctly installed unit, selected for North Texas conditions, has a much better chance of staying square and
operating the way it should.

Those are fair questions, but the first job is diagnosing why the opening is failing in the first place.

In homes affected by foundation movement and door misalignment in Collin County homes, the long-term
answer is usually a combination of better drainage, structural awareness, and a properly fitted replacement when
needed.

In this area, that kind of change is often the home telling you the soil below it has already started to move.


