
Restoring Your Door's Security After a Break-In
Finding that your door has been forced open is a jarring experience. Whether you arrived home
to a damaged frame or discovered a broken lock after a burglary attempt, the priority is making
your entry secure again. The immediate steps you take matter: a quick fix can leave
weaknesses that a determined intruder could exploit again. This guide walks through the
practical sequence for strengthening a door after a forced lock failure, from assessing the
damage to choosing the right replacement hardware.

Assess the Damage Before You Start
The first step is to understand what failed. A forced entry often damages more than just the
lock cylinder. Check the door frame, the strike plate, the hinges, and the door itself. If the frame
is splintered around the latch, simply replacing the lock will not restore full security. You need
to reinforce the frame first. If the door is cracked or has a hollow core that has been bashed in,
the door itself may need replacing. On solid wood or metal doors, the damage is usually limited
to the lock and the strike area. Take a clear mental inventory: what broke, what moved, and
what feels loose. That list tells you which repairs are urgent and which are optional. Lock
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Secure the Door Temporarily
Until you can install new hardware, the door should still close and lock. If the existing lock is
jammed or missing, a simple barrel bolt or a portable door jammer can hold the door shut
overnight. This is not a permanent fix, but it buys time. Watch for any gap between the door
and the frame: if the door no longer sits flush, it will be easier to pry open again. A temporary
measure should close that gap as much as possible. Even a wedge under the door can help,
though it is not as reliable as a bolt. Do not leave the door unsecured if you can avoid it. A
forced lock failure often comes with broken glass or damaged weather stripping, so check
those too. Any opening larger than a credit card is a weak point.

Choose the Right Replacement Lock
When you shop for a new lock, consider what kind of forced entry happened. If the cylinder was
snapped or punched, look for a lock with a hardened steel cylinder and anti-pick, anti-bump,
and anti-drill features. If the strike plate was ripped out of the frame, the problem may be that
the screws were too short. Many standard strike plates use half-inch screws that only bite into
the door frame trim. For a stronger hold, replace the strike plate with a heavy-duty version and
use three-inch screws that reach into the wall stud behind the frame. That alone makes the
door much harder to kick in. A deadbolt is a good choice for the main locking point, but a
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deadlock (with no spring latch) is even more resistant to forced entry because it cannot be
shimmied. If you still want the convenience of a keyed entry knob or lever, pair it with a
separate deadbolt. That way the lock set handles daily use, and the deadbolt handles security.

For homeowners and tenants in North York, a lock change after break-in usually means
upgrading what was there before. A simple rekey is not enough if the lock itself was damaged.
You want hardware that matches the door’s thickness and the backset measurement. Measure
the distance from the edge of the door to the center of the bore hole. That is the backset. A
standard residential backset is 2-3/8 inches or 2-3/4 inches. If you buy a lock with the wrong
backset, the latch may not align with the strike plate, creating a gap. Also check the door
thickness. Most residential exterior doors are 1-3/8 inches or 1-3/4 inches thick. A lock
designed for a thinner door may not fit properly on a thicker one. If you are unsure, a local
locksmith can confirm the measurements quickly.

One of the most practical steps after a break-in is a lock change after break-in that includes
replacing the entire lock body, not just the cylinder. The old lock may have been weakened even
if it still turns. The same goes for the strike plate and the screws. Some homeowners opt for a
high-security deadbolt with a reinforced bolt that resists cutting and sawing. That is a good
upgrade, but only if the door frame is also strong. A weak frame undermines even the most
expensive deadbolt.

Repair the Door Frame First
A broken door frame is a common result of a forced entry. The wood around the strike plate
can splinter, split, or crack. To repair it, remove the old strike plate and assess the damage. If



the wood is only slightly compressed, you can fill the area with wood filler, let it dry, and sand it
smooth. For larger gaps or missing wood, use a two-part epoxy wood filler or a piece of solid
wood cut to fit. After the repair, drill new pilot holes for the strike plate screws. You want the
screws to bite into fresh wood, not the same damaged spots. If the frame has been kicked in
repeatedly, the whole jamb may need to be replaced. That is a bigger job, but it is the only way
to get full strength back. In that case, consider installing a door frame reinforcement kit. These
are metal plates that wrap around the jamb and provide a much stronger anchor for the strike
plate and hinges.

Strengthen the Hinges and Hinge Screws
Hinges are often overlooked after a break-in. If the door was forced open, the hinge screws
may have been loosened or stripped. Check each hinge for movement. If a screw turns without
tightening, the hole is stripped. Fill it with a wooden matchstick dipped in wood glue, break it
off flush, and reinsert the screw. Better yet, use longer screws that reach into the door frame
studs. Standard hinge screws are usually 3/4 inch. Replacing them with 2-1/2 inch or 3 inch
screws on the jamb side can significantly increase the door’s resistance to kicking. For the
door side of the hinge, use screws that are just long enough to grip the door without protruding
through the other side. If the hinges themselves are bent or cracked, replace them with heavy-
duty ball-bearing hinges. They last longer and support the door weight more evenly.

Install a Door Reinforcement Plate



Between the lock and the strike plate, a door reinforcement plate (sometimes called a wrap-
around plate) adds another layer of protection. It is a metal plate that mounts on the edge of
the door, covering the area around the lockset. It reinforces the wood and makes it much
harder for an intruder to break the door near the lock. Installation is straightforward: remove
the existing lock, position the plate, and drill new screw holes. The plate comes with its own
screws. Make sure the plate is compatible with your lock type. Some are designed for
cylindrical locks, others for mortise locks. If you have a deadbolt, there are plates that
accommodate both the deadbolt and the entry lock. This is a relatively low-cost upgrade that
adds noticeable strength.

Consider a Security Inspection
After replacing the lock and repairing the frame, it is wise to do a full check of the door’s
security. Look at the gap between the door and the frame. If you can slide a thin tool between
them, the lock may be easier to bypass. Adjust the strike plate or add a weather strip to close
that gap. Check the glass panels if there are any. A door with sidelights or a glass panel is only
as strong as the glass. If the glass is standard single-pane, an intruder can break it and reach in
to unlock the door. Consider replacing it with laminated or tempered glass, or install a security
film. For the main door, a peephole or a door viewer lets you see who is outside without
opening the door. If you have a chain lock, replace it with a door limiter that is harder to break.
None of these are replacements for a good deadbolt, but they add depth to your overall
security.

For those in the North York area, a professional Lock Change North York service can handle
the entire process from assessment to installation, but doing the repair work yourself is also
possible if you have basic tools and patience. The key is to not rush. A door that closes and
locks smoothly is more secure than one that is forced into place. After a break-in, the goal is
not just to restore what was there, but to make the entry point stronger than before. That
means choosing hardware that fits the door and frame properly, using screws that reach into
the structure, and checking every component for weakness.

If the forced entry involved stolen keys, you must also consider that someone may have a copy.
Even if the lock looks undamaged, if the keys are missing, the lock is compromised. A Lock
Change North York specialist can rekey or replace the lock so that the old keys no longer work.
That is a straightforward fix, but it should be done as soon as possible. Do not assume the
intruder will not return. Changing the lock removes that risk. For landlords and property
managers, this is especially important because a tenant whose keys were stolen may not
realize the lock needs changing immediately. Acting quickly prevents further issues.



Final Checks and Habits
Once the new lock is installed, test it several times from both inside and outside. The latch
should engage smoothly without sticking. The deadbolt should throw fully into the strike plate.
If there is resistance, check the alignment of the strike plate and adjust it as needed. A
misaligned strike plate can cause the bolt to bind or not reach its full depth, which weakens the
lock. Lubricate the lock mechanism with a graphite powder lubricant, not oil. Oil attracts dust
and can gum up over time. Graphite stays dry and keeps the mechanism moving smoothly.
After the repair, make a habit of always locking the door, even when you are home. A forced
entry often happens because the door was left unlocked or the lock was not engaged. Building
that habit is the simplest way to maintain the security you just restored.


