
Finding the right dance program for a child usually starts with a simple question: where can they learn well, feel
welcome, and keep growing as their interest deepens? In Westlake Village, that question matters because families
are often looking for more than a single after-school activity. They want a place that can meet a young beginner
gently, but also challenge a serious student with strong technical training over time.

That is why the phrase all ages and levels deserves a closer look. It sounds broad, but in practice it can mean the
difference between a short-term class and a long-term artistic home. A studio that truly serves children across
different stages needs enough space, enough faculty, a clear curriculum, and a range of class styles that support
both exploration and progression.

One established example in Westlake Village is California Dance Theatre, which describes itself as the official
training school of Pacific Festival Ballet. The school says it was founded in 1985 by Artistic Directors Kim Maselli
and Joyce Hurley, along with Administrative Director Lori Sorensen. It is based in Westlake Village and states that
it offers dance classes for all ages and levels, from children to adults and from beginners to professionals. For
parents evaluating Kids Dance Classes in Westlake Village, those details matter because they point to
longevity, structure, and scale rather than a narrow or temporary program.

What “all ages and levels” should mean in real life
Parents hear this phrase often, but not every studio can support it in a meaningful way. In children’s dance
education, age and level are not interchangeable. A six-year-old beginner has very different needs from a twelve-
year-old who has already spent years in a studio, and both are different again from a teen considering a more
advanced training path.

When a school is set up well, younger children are introduced to movement in a way that makes them curious
rather than overwhelmed. As they grow, the training becomes more specific. Technique matters more. Musicality
sharpens. Class expectations rise. A student who starts with basic creative engagement may later discover a
strong preference for ballet, jazz, hip-hop, or another form Dance Classes in Westlake Village entirely. A program
that spans ages and levels leaves room for that discovery.

California Dance Theatre states that its curriculum is designed to introduce dance forms to young children while
also emphasizing ballet training for advanced students through a daily pre-professional ballet program. That kind
of curricular range is not a small point. It suggests a school built to serve both the child who is just starting and
the student who wants disciplined, frequent training.

For many families, that continuity is practical as well as artistic. A parent does not always know, at age five or
seven, whether dance will become a passing interest or a serious pursuit. A studio that supports both outcomes
gives the family more options without forcing an early decision.

Why variety in class styles matters for children
Young dancers do not all respond to the same movement language. Some are drawn immediately to the
precision and structure of ballet. Others come alive with the rhythm of tap or the athletic quality of acro. Some
children seem reserved until music with a stronger groove enters the room, then hip-hop or jazz suddenly feels
like home.

California Dance Theatre lists a broad range of class styles on its site: ballet, lyrical, contemporary, modern, tap,
musical theatre, jazz, acro, and hip-hop. For a family searching for Kids Dance Classes in Westlake Village, that
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range is valuable for a simple reason. It allows a child to try, refine, and sometimes change direction without
leaving the same training environment.

That does not mean children should sample everything at once. In fact, too many classes too early can leave a
young student tired and unfocused. What matters more is access to multiple paths over time. A child might begin
with one style, then add another as maturity and stamina grow. Another child may discover that a style they
resisted at first makes sense a year later. Dance education often works like that. Readiness is not always linear.

Variety also helps parents avoid a common mistake, choosing a program based entirely on what sounds fun in
the moment, without considering what the child may need later. A school with multiple styles creates room for
both immediate enjoyment and longer-term development.

The importance of a serious ballet foundation
Even families who are not looking for pre-professional training should understand why ballet remains central in
many strong dance programs. Ballet develops placement, control, line, balance, and body awareness in a
structured way that influences almost every other form. A student interested in jazz, contemporary, lyrical, or
musical theatre often benefits from ballet training because it provides vocabulary and discipline that carry across
styles.

California Dance Theatre notes that its advanced students are trained through a daily pre-professional ballet
program. That is a notable distinction. Daily training implies rigor and consistency, not occasional enrichment. It
also tells families that the school is equipped to support students whose goals extend beyond recreational
participation.

Of course, not every child needs or wants that level of intensity. There is a real trade-off here. Some students
thrive on repetition, correction, and routine. Others are happier taking one or two classes each week for the joy
of movement and social connection. A strong school should be able to serve both populations honestly, without
making recreational families feel lesser or ambitious dancers feel underchallenged.

This is where parental judgment becomes important. The best match is not always the most demanding option. It
is the environment that aligns with the child’s age, temperament, schedule, and actual interest.

What scale can tell you about a dance school
Size alone does not guarantee quality, but it can reveal whether a school has the capacity to offer a broad and
layered program. California Dance Theatre describes its Westlake Village facility as having five studios totaling
more than 10,000 square feet, and it says it has more than 30 teachers on staff. Those are substantial numbers,
especially for families trying to understand whether a studio can realistically support multiple ages, levels, and
styles at once.

A larger facility often allows for parallel scheduling. Younger students can have their own classes while older
dancers train separately in ways that suit their level. Multiple studios also make it more feasible to sustain a
varied curriculum without reducing everything to a few crowded time slots.

A sizable teaching staff matters for a different reason. Children benefit when schools can match instructors to
forms and levels rather than asking one teacher to cover everything. Dance training is nuanced. Teaching very
young children requires a different set of skills than coaching advanced ballet students. So does teaching tap
versus contemporary. When a studio has depth in its faculty, families can expect a more intentional fit between
class content and instructor expertise.



That said, some parents feel intimidated by larger programs. They worry that a big school may be impersonal or
difficult to navigate. That concern is understandable. The practical answer is not to assume that bigger is better
or worse. It is to look at whether the structure seems capable of serving your child’s current stage while still
leaving room for growth.

Experience and longevity matter, but they are not the whole story
A studio founded in 1985 has seen trends come and go. It has likely worked with generations of families,
changing student interests, and evolving expectations about training. That sort of longevity often reflects
stability, and stability matters to parents who do not want to rebuild their child’s routine every year.

California Dance Theatre states that it was founded in 1985 by Kim Maselli, Joyce Hurley, and Lori Sorensen. For
families, that timeline can signal something important: the program is not new to the community, and its
leadership roots are defined. When a school has been in operation for decades, it has had time to shape a
curriculum, refine standards, and build a reputation over the long term.

Still, parents should avoid treating years in business as the only measure that matters. Longevity is reassuring, but
what really counts is how that experience translates into the child’s day-to-day training. Does the curriculum
make sense from beginner through advanced levels? Are the class offerings broad enough to support changing
interests? Does the studio environment appear built for sustained instruction rather than occasional drop-ins?
Those are the useful questions.

Westlake Village and nearby family decision-making
Families do not always search strictly by city boundaries. Someone looking for Kids Dance Classes in Thousand
Oaks may also consider nearby options in Westlake Village, especially if the program offers a stronger fit in style,
schedule, or training pathway. The reverse is true as well. Parents often think in terms of convenience, quality, and
continuity all at once.

That overlap matters because dance is rarely a one-time errand. It becomes part of weekly life. A class that feels
manageable in September can become difficult by February if the commute is stressful or the schedule leaves no
room to breathe. At the same time, families sometimes discover that a slightly farther drive is worth it when a
child has found the right teacher or the right training environment.

Westlake Village families, like those in nearby communities, are usually balancing several concerns at once. They
want a class their child enjoys. They want instruction that is appropriate and structured. They want to know
whether the studio can still serve their child next year, not just this season. That is why established programs with
broad offerings tend to draw attention from across neighboring areas, including parents searching for Kids
Dance Classes in Thousand Oaks.

How parents can judge fit without overcomplicating it
There is a temptation to make this process too abstract. Dance can seem mysterious to parents who did not train
themselves, and that can lead to overreliance on branding or vague promises. In practice, the strongest indicators
are usually straightforward.

Here are a few useful signs to watch for when comparing programs:

1. A clear range of class styles, so your child has room to explore and grow.

2. A curriculum that addresses both beginners and more advanced students.



3. Enough space and staffing to support multiple ages and levels effectively.

4. A sense of continuity, especially if your child may want to stay for years.

5. Honest alignment between your child’s interest level and the program’s demands.

That last point is often the hardest. Parents sometimes enroll a child in an intensive track too early because they
fear missing an opportunity. Others hold back a highly motivated child because they assume serious training can
wait indefinitely. Usually, the better path is a measured one. Start by matching the child’s present readiness, then
adjust as commitment becomes clearer.

A beginner does not need everything at once
One of the most common mistakes in children’s dance education is overscheduling the first year. A child who is
new to dance does not need several styles at once to have a meaningful experience. In many cases, one well-
placed class is enough to establish routine, attention, and confidence.

This is where studios with broad offerings can be especially helpful. Because the range already exists, parents do
not need to rush. There is no need to pack in ballet, jazz, hip-hop, and acro immediately out of fear that the child
will fall behind. If the program truly serves all ages and levels, then there is time to build gradually.

The same principle applies to children whose preferences are still emerging. A child may insist on one style
because of a song, a costume idea, or a friend’s excitement, then feel differently after a few months. That is
normal. Dance identity is often discovered through exposure and repetition, not through a perfect first guess.

For serious students, progression should be visible
At the other end of the spectrum are students who clearly want more. They ask for extra classes. They practice at
home without being told. They become interested in technique, correction, and challenge. For these dancers, the
phrase all levels should mean there is a real path forward, not just a collection of disconnected classes.

California Dance Theatre’s emphasis on advanced ballet training through a daily pre-professional program is
important in this context. It indicates that advanced students are not treated as an afterthought. They have a
defined training lane within the broader school.

That matters even to families whose children are not there yet. A visible advanced track can change how younger
dancers see their own future. It gives them examples of where disciplined study can lead within the same
environment. It can also reassure parents that if their child’s commitment deepens, they will not need to start
over somewhere else right away.

At the same time, serious training is not just about quantity. More hours only help when they are supported by
coherent instruction, level-appropriate placement, and a healthy pace. The strongest programs challenge
students without confusing acceleration with progress.

A grounded way to think about value
When parents talk about value in dance education, they often mean more than cost. They mean whether the
program feels worthy of the family’s time, energy, and trust. A school with an established history, a large
Westlake Village facility, more than 30 teachers, and a wide menu of styles is offering something tangible:
capacity. Capacity to introduce young children to dance, capacity to support exploration, and capacity to train
advanced students seriously.



California Dance Theatre, located at 2282 Townsgate Road, Suites 4, 5, and 6 in Westlake Village, presents itself as
that kind of comprehensive environment. For families seeking Kids Dance Classes in Westlake Village, that
breadth is significant. It means one school can potentially serve many different kinds of students, from first-
timers to dancers pursuing demanding ballet study.

The practical takeaway is simple. A good children’s dance program should not force a false choice between fun
and structure, or between accessibility and seriousness. The strongest options create a ladder. Young children can
step onto the first rung without pressure. Older or more advanced students can keep climbing when they are
ready.

For parents weighing Kids Dance Classes in Westlake Village or comparing them with Kids Dance Classes in
Thousand Oaks, it helps to focus on what the child needs now while keeping an eye on what the program can
support later. That balance, present fit with future possibility, is where smart decisions usually get made.


