
When it comes to getting to and from the airport, many travellers rely on the kindness of others for a free lift. But
with the rise of airport drop-off charges across the UK, you might be wondering: is this still worth it, especially if
someone has to do multiple airport trips?

Let’s break down the evolving cost landscape, explore alternatives like long stay car parks and park & ride services,
and weigh the value of convenience against cost medium and time. We'll also look at a detailed example and useful
tools to help you plan your journey.

The Increasing Cost of Airport Drop-Offs in the UK
Over recent years, UK airports have quietly ramped up their fees for kerbside passenger drop-offs. Charging for
quick stops right outside terminals is becoming the norm, a move partly aimed at easing congestion but one
that’s causing a headache for drivers and passengers alike.

What does this mean for you? If you're relying on someone giving you a lift, remember: the cost might be
shifted onto the driver, especially if they want to avoid hefty drop-off charges.

Average Drop-Off Charges and the Most Expensive Airports

The average cost of a drop-off charge across major UK airports in 2024 stands at around £6.51, but this varies
widely. Here’s a summary table comparing airport drop-off fees to give you a clearer idea:

Airport Drop-off Charge (2024) Notes London Heathrow £6.50 Typical peak-day charge for kerbside drop-off
London Gatwick £6.00 Charge applies throughout the day Birmingham Airport £5.00 One of the cheaper drop-off
fees Manchester Airport £7.00 Higher than average cost Edinburgh Airport £6.00 Similar to Gatwick levels

Since a single drop-off can cost over £6 on average, four airport journeys (such as a round trip to drop off and
pick up twice) could amount to over £26 in drop-off charges alone.

What Are the Alternatives to Paying Drop-Off Fees?
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Many travellers want to avoid paying these fees but still need a hassle-free way to get to the airport. Here are
popular free or cheaper alternatives:

Long Stay Car Parks: Parking further away and taking a shuttle bus to the terminal can save money,
especially for longer trips.

Park & Ride Services: Offered by many airports at a lower cost than kerbside drop-off, you park at a remote
lot and catch a bus to the terminal.

Using Public Transport: Though not dropping off at the terminal directly, buses, trains, and trams offer cost-
effective airport access.

These options aren’t free per se but can be significantly cheaper than pay-by-minute kerbside charges. Plus, some
parks have introductory offers or deals listed on sites like the Holiday Extras airport parking comparison pages,
which help travellers find the best prices and facilities quickly.

The Time Cost of Shuttles Versus Kerbside Convenience
The main trade-off for avoiding drop-off fees—whether via shuttles from long stay or park & ride—is time. For
families or travellers on a tight schedule, the convenience of kerbside drop-off close to check-in is often priceless.

However, when factoring in:

Waiting times for shuttle buses

Walking times from remote parking to terminals

Potential delays during peak periods

you might have to add 15-30 minutes each way to your journey. For four airport journeys, that’s up to two extra
hours cumulatively.

Is this time worth saving the roughly £26 in drop-off fees (or more at expensive airports)? The answer depends on
your priorities, schedule flexibility, and the cost/value of your time.

When You Need to Make Multiple Airport Trips



If someone is doing two round trips to the airport (i.e., four journeys total) — for example, collecting and
dropping off a family member’s flight going out and returning — the cost and commitment increase:

1. Four separate drop-offs would accumulate around £26 (average), possibly higher at pricier airports.

2. Alternatively, multiple shuttle rides and parking fees, plus the increased time for each leg.

3. Don’t forget potential vehicle running costs (fuel, wear and tear), especially if the drop-off points aren’t free.

Adding to this is the factor of unsociable hours airport runs. Night or early morning lifts can be tough for
drivers and may carry premium shuttle or parking fees. The comfort and convenience of a free lift might outweigh
monetary costs in these situations.

How to Make an Informed Decision
Here are some practical tips when deciding whether a free lift is really "free" or worth the effort for four airport
journeys:

Calculate the total drop-off fees: Multiply the average fee (£6.51) by the number of drop-offs to
understand the baseline cost.

Check available parking and shuttle prices: Use comparison tools like the Holiday Extras airport parking
pages to find reasonable deals tailored to your travel dates.

Consider the time value: If time is tight, the cost of waiting for shuttles might be “worth it.” But if your
schedule is flexible, saving money via park & ride might be sensible.

Factor in driver fatigue and convenience: Multiple unsociable hour drives may strain the driver. Is charging
for drop-off fair to them or should another alternative be considered?

Final Thoughts: Is a Free Lift Still Worth It?
In today’s airport landscape, the "cost of asking for a lift" goes beyond just the kindness extended—it often
includes accumulating drop-off charges or inconveniences that ride-sharing alternatives seek to avoid.

For a couple of airport journeys, the convenience and social benefit of a free lift generally still outweigh costs. But
when dealing with four airport journeys, especially involving multiple drop-offs at the kerb, the cumulative drop-
off charges—and the increased time or money costs of shuttle options—make free lifts less "free" than before.

Ultimately, the best choice depends on:

Your travel frequency and number of airport trips

Time sensitivity vs budget for travel

Local airport policy on drop-offs

Options for parking or public transport near you

If you’re planning multiple airport trips soon, it's worth checking current drop-off charges and parking prices in
advance—use handy tools like the Holiday Extras airport parking comparison pages to guide your decision and
potentially save at least a few pounds on each journey.

What do you think? Is a free lift worth negotiating when four airport journeys are involved? Share your
experiences or use the tools linked here to see how it could work for your next trip.


