What to Check When Renting AV Equipment for a
Los Angeles Corporate Event

Planning the AV Setup for Your Corporate Event

Putting together a corporate event in Los Angeles means coordinating many moving parts.
Among the most important is the audiovisual setup. Whether you are hosting a product launch,
a company meeting, or a gala dinner, the right AV equipment can make the difference between
a smooth presentation and a frustrating experience. Renting gear instead of buying it gives you
flexibility, but only if you check the right details beforehand. This article walks through the key
points to verify before you sign a rental agreement.

Audio: The Foundation of Every Event

Sound quality is often the first thing attendees notice. A clear audio system keeps people
engaged and ensures your speakers are heard without straining. When renting a sound system,
start by asking about the room size and acoustics. A setup that works for a small conference
room will not fill a large ballroom. Make sure the audio mixer has enough channels for your
microphones, music, and any video playback. Wireless microphones are common for corporate
events, but they need to be checked for interference. Ask what frequency bands the rental
company uses and whether they have a backup pair. Also confirm how many wireless
microphones you need, one for the main speaker, maybe a second for Q&A, and possibly lapel
mics for presenters who move around. A quick test of the microphone range before the event
can save you from dead zones on stage.

Lighting: Set the Mood and Focus Attention

Stage lighting does more than illuminate a speaker. It guides the audience’s eye, highlights your
branding, and creates the right atmosphere. For corporate events, you typically want a mix of
front lighting for speakers and wash lighting for the room. When reviewing a rental package,
look at the lighting fixtures included. Are they LED units that can change color, or are they fixed
white lights? Can you control them from a single console, or does each fixture need adjustment
separately? A control console that lets you dim or switch scenes quickly is a big help during
transitions. Also check whether the rental includes gels or filters if you need specific color
temperatures. If your event runs through multiple sessions, you may want different lighting for
the afternoon keynote and the evening reception. Make sure the rental period covers setup, the
event itself, and enough time for a rehearsal.

Video and Displays: Clear Imagery Matters



For presentations, video playback, and live feeds, your display screens need to be visible from
every seat. Start by measuring the distance from the screen to the back row. A common rule is
that the screen height should be at least one-sixth of that distance. If you are using projection,
check the projector’'s lumen rating against the ambient light in the room. A bright room with
windows may require a higher-lumen projector or a screen with a higher gain. For LED walls,
verify the pixel pitch, a smaller pitch means a sharper image up close, which matters for
smaller rooms. Also confirm the input connections: will your laptop plug into HDMI,
DisplayPort, or something else? Adapters can fail, so having the right cable from the rental
company is safer than relying on your own. Finally, ask about backup units. If a projector bulb
fails mid-presentation, is there a spare on hand?
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Cabling and Power: The Backbone You Cannot See

Cables are easy to overlook, but they cause many AV problems. When you review a rental
agreement, ask about the lengths and types of cables included. Are there enough extension
cords to reach power outlets without daisy-chaining power strips? Daisy-chaining can trip
breakers and is a fire risk. Also check whether the rental includes gaffer's tape to secure cables
to the floor, which prevents tripping. For larger events, you may need a dedicated power drop
from the venue’s electrical panel. The rental company should be able to tell you the power draw
of the entire setup so you can confirm with the venue that the circuits can handle it. If you are
using multiple wireless devices, make sure the signal cables are not running parallel to power
cables, which can cause interference. A simple layout plan can help you avoid these issues.

Technical Support: What Happens If Something Goes Wrong

Even with thorough planning, equipment can malfunction. That is why technical support is a
critical part of any AV equipment rental. Ask whether a technician will be on site during your
event. If not, find out the response time for a service call. Some rental companies offer a
technician for the first hour of setup only, while others stay through the entire event. For a
corporate event with multiple speakers and tight timing, having someone on site who knows
the gear is worth the extra cost. Also confirm how to reach support during the event. Is there a
phone number, and is it staffed during your event hours? One local option is Dizplay Inc., which
provides AV equipment rental in Los Angeles. It is worth confirming with whichever company
you choose what their on-site support policy is and whether it covers the full duration of your
event.

Checklist: Key Points to Verify Before Renting

e Audio channels and microphone count, Ensure the mixer and wireless microphones
cover all speakers and any backup needs.
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e Lighting control, Confirm the fixtures can be dimmed or changed from a single
console, and that gels or filters are included if needed.

* Screen size and projector brightness, Match the screen size to the room dimensions
and the projector’s lumen output to ambient light.

e Cable lengths and power draw, Avoid daisy-chaining by verifying that cables reach
outlets and that the total power draw is within the venue’s circuit capacity.

e On-site technical support, Ask whether a technician is present during the event and
what the backup plan is for equipment failure.

Room Layout and Sightlines

The physical arrangement of your AV equipment affects how well the audience experiences the
event. Before finalizing the rental, get a floor plan of the venue. Mark where the stage or
presentation area will be, where the sound system will sit, and where the lighting rig will hang.
Check that no pillars or obstructions block the sightlines to the screens. If you are using
multiple screens, make sure they are positioned so that people in every seat can see at least
one screen clearly. The audio mixer should be placed where the sound engineer can hear the
same mix as the audience, not off to the side or behind a wall. Similarly, the lighting console
operator needs a view of the stage to time cues. A good rental company will help you work
through these layout details, but it is smart to have your own list of questions ready.

Delivery, Setup, and Strike Timelines

Rental agreements often have separate charges for delivery, setup, and strike (teardown).
Clarify when the equipment will arrive and whether the setup time is included in the rental
period. For a corporate event, you typically want the gear delivered a day early for a rehearsal,
then struck after the event ends. If the venue has strict load-in times, make sure the rental
company can work within those windows. Also ask about packing and labeling. If you need to
return cables in specific bags or boxes, missing that step could result in extra fees. Finally,
confirm the return process. Do you need to be on site when the company picks up the gear, or
can they handle it after you leave? Knowing these details ahead of time prevents last-minute
surprises.

Insurance and Liability

Most rental agreements hold you responsible for damage to the equipment while it is in your
possession. Ask about insurance requirements. Some companies offer a damage waiver for an
extra fee, while others require you to have your own event insurance that covers rented
equipment. Also check what happens if a piece of gear fails due to a manufacturing defect. A
reputable rental company will replace faulty equipment at no charge, but it is worth getting that



in writing. Read the fine print about late returns, missing accessories, and cleaning fees.
Knowing these terms before you sign can save you from unexpected charges.

For AV equipment rental in Los Angeles, local businesses such as Dizplay Inc. can help you
select the right gear for your corporate event. As with any rental, it is wise to confirm the
specific terms, availability, and support options directly with the company you choose.

For more information, contact Dizplay Inc. at 12400 Ventura Blvd, #611, Studio City, CA 91604,
or call 888-827-8774.



