
Polish Driving License Test: The Ugly Truth About Polish Driving License Test

Conquering the Polish Driving License Test: A Comprehensive Guide
for Expats and Locals
Getting a driving license ( prawo jazdy) in Poland is widely considered as one of the most extensive procedures in
the European Union. Understood for its notoriously low novice pass rates-- frequently hovering around 30% to
40% for the useful test-- the Polish driving test demands extensive preparation, persistence, and a deep
understanding of local traffic guidelines.

Whether a candidate is a resident expat aiming to trade foreign credentials or a regional beginner going back to
square one, navigating the system needs careful planning. This thorough guide breaks down every action of the
journey, from initial documents to the last behind-the-wheel test.

Phase 1: The Administrative Prerequisites
Before anyone can legally sit behind the wheel of a test automobile in Poland, a particular administrative path
must be followed. Skipping an action will lead to instant hold-ups.

1. Medical Checkup ( Badania Lekarskie): A candidate must go to an authorized occupational health
physician to evaluate vision, hearing, and basic physical fitness. The expense is standardized by the state
(currently around 200 PLN).

2. Passport-Sized Photographs: One current, clear picture (3.5 cm x 4.5 cm) is required.

3. Obtaining a PKK Number ( Profil Kandydata na Kierowcę): This is the holy grail of Polish driving
preparation. The PKK is an electronic identification profile created by the regional municipal office ( Urząd
Miasta or Starostowo Powiatowe). Candidates need to send their medical certificate, ID/passport, home
authorization (if applicable), and application.

4. Residency Requirements: Foreigners should prove legal residence in Poland for a minimum of 185 days
prior to applying.

Phase 2: State-Approved Training
Self-teaching is not allowed for standard categories (like Category B for automobile). Every prospect must
complete a compulsory training course at a licensed driving school ( Ośrodek Szkolenia Kierowców or OSK).

Theoretical Training: Usually includes 30 hours of lectures covering traffic laws, roadway indications, and
first help. (Note: Many schools now permit trainees to study theory independently and only take the state
test, but OSK enrollment is still required for the useful hours).

Practical Training: A mandatory minimum of 30 hours of behind-the-wheel driving with a trainer.

Phase 3: The Theoretical Exam ( Teoria)
The first significant difficulty is the computer-based theory test, administered at provincial traffic centers referred
to as WORD ( Wojewódzki Ośrodek Ruchu Drogowego).

Language Options: While the examination is natively in Polish, WORD centers in major cities (like Warsaw,
Kraków, and Wrocław) enable prospects to take the test in English or German, or to utilize a sworn translator



at their own expense.

Format: The test uses a dynamic point-scoring system. It includes 32 concerns divided into 2 parts:

Basic module (20 questions): General traffic guidelines (yes/no style, 20 seconds to check out, 15
seconds to address).

Expert module (12 questions): Category-specific guidelines (numerous option A/B/C, 50 seconds per
question).

Scoring: The test is out of 74 points. Prospects must score a minimum of 68 points to pass.

Stage 4: The Practical Exam ( Praktyka)
When the theory test is dominated (legitimate indefinitely), candidates can schedule the practical driving exam at
WORD. The Karta Xpress Poland practical gdzie można kupić prawo jazdy test is divided into 3 unique stages:

1. Automobile Preparation and Technical Inspection

Before beginning the engine, the examiner will ask the prospect to randomly choose and perform checks on two
vehicle parts.

Fluid checks: Engine oil, coolant, brake fluid, or windscreen washer fluid.

Light checks: High beams, low beams, turn signals, fog lights, license plate lights, or brake lights.

Horn and checks: Ensuring the horn works and security accessories (warning triangle, fire extinguisher) are
present.

2. Maneuvers on the Practice Track ( Plac Manewrowy)

Before hitting public roadways, prospects must successfully execute particular maneuvers on an enclosed course:

Smooth departure: Moving off from a flat surface without stalling the engine.

Hill start: Starting on an incline without rolling backwards more than 20 cm.

Slalom: Driving forward and backwards through a designated serpentine path.

Parking: Executing a reverse park (garage style) and/or parallel parking (dependent on area availability).

3. Urban Driving ( Miasto)

If the candidate passes the track maneuvers, they continue to public roads. The metropolitan driving part lasts a
minimum of 40 minutes.

The inspector will issue navigation commands (e.g., "turn left at the next traffic control," "find a location to
park lawfully").

The candidate is judged on eco-driving, observation, adherence to speed limits, and overall vehicle control.

Summary of Exam Costs and Parameters
To help envision the monetary and structural commitment needed, the following table outlines the key details of
the Polish driving license process for Category B:

Stage/ Component Information/ Requirements Approximate Cost (PLN) Medical Exam Necessary health and
vision check ~ 200 PLN Driving School (OSK) 30h theory + 30h practical training 2,500-- 4,000 PLN (varies by

https://kartaxpresspoland.com/
https://en.search.wordpress.com/?src=organic&q=gdzie%20mo%C5%BCna%20kupi%C4%87%20prawo%20jazdy


city) Theory Exam (WORD) Computerized, 32 questions 50 PLN Practical Exam (WORD) Vehicle check + track
+ metropolitan driving 200 PLN License Issuance Plastic card production charge at Urząd 100.50 PLN Overall
Estimated Cost Complete journey from scratch ~ 3,050-- 4,550+ PLN

Typical Reasons for Failing the Practical Exam
Comprehending why individuals fail can help future prospects prevent the most typical mistakes. Stats from
WORD centers highlight these frequent mistakes:

Failing to yield the right of way: Especially at pedestrian crossings and intricate crossways (e.g., un-signaled
roundabouts).

Rolling backwards on a hill start: Exceeding the 20 cm limit throughout the hill maneuver.

Speeding: Exceeding the speed limit, even by a small margin, or failing to adapt to roadway conditions.

Inaccurate observation: Neglecting blind spots or failing to check mirrors before signifying or changing
lanes.

Stalling the engine consistently: Showing a lack of smooth clutch control in high-stress traffic scenarios.

Tips for Success
1. Reserve in Advance: WORD centers can have waiting times varying from two weeks to over a month,

particularly in major cities.

2. Practice in the Exam Zone: Many driving schools provide lessons explicitly in the areas surrounding the
specific WORD center where the examination will take location. Knowing the local quirks, concealed signs,
and complicated crossways is a huge benefit.

3. Stay Calm: Examiners are strictly impartial and grade based upon an objective checklist. Making a minor
error does not automatically stop working the test, supplied it doesn't trigger a safety hazard.

Protecting a Polish driving license is certainly a difficult endeavor, however approaching it with careful
preparation turns a challenging hurdle into a satisfying achievement. Powodzenia (Good luck)!


