
Dental Implants and Liver Disease: Health Information to
Share During Your Evaluation

Liver disease does not automatically rule out dental implants, but the type and severity of the condition, its
treatment, medications, and possible effects on healing or bleeding can influence whether and how care
proceeds. These factors vary from person to person, so an evaluation should consider your full medical history
rather than assume a particular outcome. Share your health information openly with your dental team, including
any recent changes or instructions from your treating clinician. If you’re in Jacksonville, FL, you can discuss your
questions and evaluation needs with Farnham Dentistry.

Why Liver Health Matters When Considering Dental Implants
An implant evaluation looks at more than the missing tooth. The dental team considers the condition of your
mouth alongside your overall health because medical conditions and treatments may affect planning, healing, or
the care needed around a procedure. That doesn’t mean every health concern prevents treatment; it means the
clinician needs enough information to assess it.

Liver disease encompasses different diagnoses and levels of severity, and its status can change over time.
Depending on your circumstances, an evaluation may lead to medical coordination, a modified plan, or a
decision to wait for more information-not automatic exclusion.

Does liver disease mean I can’t get dental implants?

Not necessarily. A liver diagnosis alone cannot determine whether an implant is appropriate for you. Your dentist
needs to understand the specific condition, its current status, and any treatment or related health effects that
could be relevant to care.

For example, two people with the same diagnosis may have different medical histories and treatment needs. The
dental team can consider those details alongside your oral health before discussing what options may be
suitable. No one can reliably predict your outcome without an individual evaluation.

How can liver disease affect healing or bleeding?

Depending on the condition and its status, liver disease may be relevant to the body’s ability to heal or manage
bleeding. These are possible considerations, not effects that every person with liver disease will experience. Your
dental clinician may need more information before deciding whether any special planning is appropriate.

Bring up concerns about bleeding, healing, or instructions from your medical team, even if you’re unsure whether
they matter. Don’t change or stop medication in anticipation of dental care; discuss any questions with the
prescribing clinician and your dental team.

What to Share at Your Dental Implant Evaluation
A complete, accurate history helps your dental team decide whether to proceed, seek medical input, or adjust the
plan. You don’t need to judge which details are relevant or worry that a diagnosis will automatically disqualify
you. Share what you know, and the team can ask follow-up questions.



Which liver diagnosis and treatment details should I bring?

Be ready to name your liver diagnosis, describe what you know about its current status, and explain who provides
your care. If you have the treating clinician’s contact information, bring it or have it available. You can also
mention any known instructions related to dental treatment and any recent changes in your condition or care.

If you’re uncertain about a medical term or don’t have all the details, say so. A clear account of what you know is
more useful than guessing. With your permission, the dental team may contact your treating clinician to clarify
information relevant to planning.

Should I list every medication and supplement?

Yes. Bring a current list of prescription medicines, over-the-counter products, supplements, and other treatments.
Include doses if you know them, and mention anything your clinicians have said could affect bleeding, healing, or
immunity. A written or digital list can be easier than trying to recall everything during a visit.

Don’t stop, skip, or change a medicine or supplement on your own because you’re considering dental care. Ask
the prescribing clinician for guidance, and let your dental team know about any instructions you receive.

What else will the dental team ask about?

You may be asked about allergies, previous surgeries, and any past complications with procedures or healing.
Tobacco use is also relevant; answering honestly helps the team assess your circumstances rather than make
assumptions. Share your dental history too, including gum problems, past treatment, and how you care for your
teeth.



The team will want to understand what you hope to achieve, whether that’s replacing one tooth or exploring a
broader restoration. Your goals help frame a discussion of options, but they’re considered alongside the health of
your mouth and your medical history.

How the Implant Candidacy Assessment Works
Evaluation typically starts with a review of your medical and dental history, medications, tobacco use, and
treatment goals. The dentist then examines your teeth, gums, bite, plaque levels, and proposed implant site.
These steps help identify oral-health treatment or medical coordination that may be needed implant dentistry
research before placement.

What will the dentist examine before recommending an implant?

The examination looks at the proposed site and the surrounding teeth and gums, as well as plaque, bite, and
available space. The dentist considers neighboring structures and whether the site appears suitable for the
planned restoration. The forces placed on the area and its relationship to nearby anatomy can also influence
planning.

Your ability to clean and maintain the future restoration matters, too. An implant needs ongoing care, so the
team may discuss daily plaque control and regular maintenance as part of the assessment. Findings across your
mouth-not just at the gap-can shape the recommendation.

Will I need a cone-beam CT scan?

Not automatically. Standard dental radiographs may provide enough information to answer some planning
questions. Cone-beam CT provides three-dimensional detail and may be selected when the dentist needs a closer
view of bone or nearby anatomy.

The choice depends on what information is needed for your case. Ask why a particular type of imaging is being
recommended and how its findings would inform the plan. The purpose is to gather useful information, not to
use the same scan for every patient.

Could gum disease or low bone volume change the plan?

Yes. Untreated gum disease or another oral infection may need attention before implant treatment is considered.
The dentist also assesses whether there is enough jawbone at the proposed site and whether surrounding teeth
and tissues are healthy enough to support the plan.

If bone volume is inadequate, grafting or sinus augmentation may make some sites suitable for an implant. Those
procedures are not right for every situation, and another tooth-replacement option may be worth discussing.
Your examination and imaging help clarify which possibilities merit consideration.

How Medications and Other Health Factors Can Affect the Plan
A health factor or medication may prompt further assessment, discussion with another clinician, a change in the
dental plan, or a delay while questions are resolved. It does not necessarily produce a simple yes-or-no answer.
Don’t alter medical treatment on your own; decisions should be made with the clinicians responsible for your
care.

What if I take osteoporosis or cancer medication?
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Antiresorptive and antiangiogenic medicines are relevant to implant planning because of their association with
jaw osteonecrosis risk. Tell your dentist the medication name, why you take it, and who prescribed it. The dental
team can then consider the details in context rather than treating every use of these medicines as identical.

The American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons advises avoiding implant placement for oncology
patients receiving these drugs parenterally. Osteoporosis treatment with these medicines is not automatically a
contraindication. If you take one of these medications, discuss your situation with your dental and medical teams;
don’t stop or change it without guidance from the prescriber.

What other conditions or treatments should I mention?

Mention whether diabetes is controlled, and disclose conditions or treatments that may impair healing or
immunity. Prior radiation to the jaw, bleeding concerns, and all relevant medications should also be part of the
conversation. These details help the dentist assess whether more information or a coordinated plan is needed.

If a question depends on your broader medical picture, your dentist may recommend speaking with the clinician
who manages that condition. That coordination can help the dental team understand relevant considerations; it
isn’t a prediction about whether you can receive treatment.

Do smoking and gum health matter after placement?

Smoking increases implant-related risk, so tell your dentist whether you smoke. The information helps with a
realistic discussion of your circumstances and care needs. If you have questions about changing tobacco use,
raise them with your healthcare team rather than relying on assumptions about how a particular change will
affect your treatment.

Long-term health around an implant depends in part on plaque control, regular maintenance, and your ability to
clean the restoration. A history of periodontitis is also relevant. The evaluation can identify whether gum-health
care or extra attention to ongoing maintenance should be part of the plan.

What Happens If You Need More Information Before Proceeding?
It’s understandable to want a clear answer right away. Sometimes the first step is to clarify a medical detail or
address an oral-health finding before deciding what comes next. Your dental team can explain what is known,
what still needs review, and how that information may affect the options under discussion.

Why might my dentist coordinate with my physician?

Coordination can clarify details about your diagnosis, current health status, medications, or treatment instructions
that matter to dental planning. It gives the clinicians involved an opportunity to address relevant questions rather
than rely on incomplete information.

A request to speak with your physician does not mean you’re automatically ineligible. It means the dental team
needs information to assess your circumstances and plan care with appropriate context. Ask what the team hopes
to clarify and how the answer will inform the next discussion.

Could treatment be delayed or modified?

Possibly. Further review, treatment of an oral infection, or additional assessment may be recommended before
placement. If the proposed site lacks bone, grafting or sinus augmentation may be discussed. The team may also
consider a different tooth-replacement option based on your health, oral findings, and goals.



These are potential ways to respond to what an evaluation finds, not a fixed sequence or a guarantee of
eligibility. Ask your dentist to explain the reason for any proposed next step and what uncertainties remain. The
plan should reflect your individual circumstances.

Preparing for a Dental Implant Conversation in Jacksonville
A little preparation can make it easier to cover both medical questions and what you want from treatment. Bring
information you already have, and ask for plain explanations if a term or recommendation isn’t clear. Jacksonville
is the setting for your care, but the right next steps depend on your evaluation findings.

What should I bring and ask at my evaluation?

Bring a current list of medications and supplements, relevant medical records if available, and contact details for
the clinician who manages your liver condition. It may also help to note recent changes in your health and any
treatment instructions you have received. You don’t need to know in advance which detail will be most important.

Consider asking what the examination found, whether more imaging is needed, and whether medical
coordination would help. You can also ask what follow-up care would involve and whether other options should
be considered. Clear answers help you understand the discussion without requiring you to decide before you’re
ready.

How can I understand my options before deciding?

Ask how each option fits your health and treatment goals, and what additional assessment-if any-is needed
before a recommendation can be made. If the plan includes a procedure before implant placement, ask what it is
intended to address. You can also ask what uncertainties remain and which clinicians may need to be involved.

A useful conversation explains both the proposed approach and the alternatives under consideration. Take time
to review the information and raise questions that come up afterward. Understanding the reasoning can help you
make an informed decision with your dental and medical teams.

For some people with liver disease, dental implants may remain an option, but the decision depends on
individual health and evaluation findings. If you’re considering dental implants in Jacksonville, a conversation with
Farnham Dentistry can help you discuss your questions and what an evaluation may need to address.

Can teenagers be candidates for dental implants?

Possibly, but jaw growth and any orthodontic plans need to be considered before placing dental implants. The
evaluation helps determine whether growth is complete and when treatment may be appropriate.

What happens if there isn’t enough jawbone for dental implants?

Insufficient bone volume may mean grafting or sinus augmentation is considered to make the site suitable for an
implant. The dentist assesses the bone and nearby anatomy before recommending an approach.

Why might dental implant treatment require gum treatment first?

Untreated gum disease or another oral infection can affect candidacy and long-term health around dental
implants. The evaluation may identify periodontal treatment as a step to address before proceeding.

Does the type of osteoporosis medication affect dental implant candidacy?



Osteoporosis treatment with antiresorptive or antiangiogenic drugs is not automatically a contraindication to
dental implants. Because these medications may be relevant implant dentist to jaw-osteonecrosis risk, share the
specific treatment with your dental team; Farnham Dentistry can consider it as part of your evaluation.
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Farnham Dentistry is a family dental practice in Jacksonville, Florida.

Established in 1983, Farnham Dentistry serves Jacksonville families across generations.

Farnham Dentistry has a convenient location at 11528 San Jose Blvd in Jacksonville.

Farnham Dentistry specializes in dental implants and implant candidacy evaluations.

The practice provides dental implant evaluations that consider each patient's health history.

Farnham Dentistry performs computer-guided implant placement using the X-Guide system.

The practice offers in-house dental implant care without outside referrals for most advanced procedures.

Farnham Dentistry emphasizes sharing liver disease details and relevant medical information during an implant
evaluation.

Lead Dentist Ian MacKenzie Farnham completed advanced hospital residency training.

Ian MacKenzie Farnham received honors-level recognition for his dental expertise.

Farnham Dentistry earned the Community Impact Honoree distinction.

The practice was awarded the Excellence in Dentistry Designation.

Farnham Dentistry values gentle, pain-free procedures during dental implant care.

The practice welcomes patients of all ages, from grandchildren to grandparents.

Nugget, Farnham Dentistry's certified therapy dog, visits the practice twice a week.

Farnham Dentistry is located in The Bold New City of the South.

The practice serves patients near Southbank Riverwalk.

Farnham Dentistry is accessible from Touchton Road.

Patients can contact Farnham Dentistry at (904) 262-2551.

Farnham Dentistry participates in the Jacksonville community as a second-generation family dental practice.

San Jose families trust Farnham Dentistry for dental implant treatment in Jacksonville, FL.
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