
Why Austin Roofing Company Metal Roofs Stand
Up to Texas Weather
Living in Austin, TX, means dealing with intense summer heat, occasional hail, and the kind of
wind that can make a porch screen door slam like it means it. After a decade of seeing what
works and what doesn't on Central Texas homes, I can tell you that metal roofing has become a
go-to choice for homeowners who want something that lasts longer than asphalt shingles and
handles the thermal swings better than tile. The key is knowing which metal system fits your
house and your budget.

When people ask me about long-term roofing options, I often point them toward what Austin
Roofing Company metal roofs offer. That phrase comes up because they have been installing
standing seam and corrugated metal roofing here for years, and their approach reflects the
realities of this climate. The standing seam metal roof is the gold standard for homes with a
pitch steep enough to shed water fast, while corrugated metal roofing works well on sheds,
garages, and modern farmhouse designs. Both have their place, but the choice depends on
your roof slope, the look you want, and how much you are willing to spend on installation.

Standing Seam vs. Corrugated: What Works Where
A standing seam metal roof uses interlocking panels raised above the plane of the deck. The
hidden fasteners mean there are fewer points where water can sneak in. That makes it a strong
choice for the main house, especially if you have a roof slope of 3:12 or steeper. The panels run
from ridge to eave, so there are fewer horizontal seams to worry about. In Austin, where we get
sudden downpours that can dump an inch of rain in an hour, that continuous run really helps.

Corrugated metal roofing, sometimes called screw-down metal roof, has a distinct ribbed look
and is generally less expensive per square foot. The fasteners are exposed, which means you
need to maintain the gaskets over time, but the material itself is tough. I have seen corrugated
panels on a 4:12 porch roof last thirty years with only minor fastener replacements. The
downside is that exposed screws can loosen with thermal movement, so you have to check
them every couple of years. For a detached garage or a workshop, it is often the most cost
effective route.

The snap-lock panel system is a variation that sits between the two. It has a hidden clip at the
seam but still uses a simple locking mechanism. It is easier to install than a full standing seam,
but it still gives you that clean, modern look. I have used snap-lock panels on addition roofs
that needed to match the main house but didn't justify the full standing seam budget.

Materials That Hold Up in Central Texas



Galvalume is the most common substrate for residential metal roofs here. It is steel coated
with an aluminum-zinc alloy that resists corrosion well, especially when paired with a high
quality paint finish. The paint coating matters as much as the metal itself. Kynar 500 is a resin
system that has been around for decades. It holds color, resists chalking, and handles UV
exposure better than standard polyester paints. PVDF coating is the same basic chemistry, and
most manufacturers use the two terms almost interchangeably. When I spec a roof, I always
ask for a Kynar 500 or PVDF coating because I have seen how standard paint fades on a south-
facing slope after five Austin summers.

Copper metal roofs are a different animal. They develop a patina over time and can last a
century, but the material cost is roughly three to four times that of galvalume. In Austin, I see
copper mostly on high-end custom homes and historic restorations where the owner wants the
look and is willing to pay for it. If your budget is tight, galvalume with a good coating gives you
90 percent of the lifespan at a fraction of the cost.

Underlayment and Insulation: The Hidden Layers
A metal roof is only as good as what is under it. Metal roof underlayment is a synthetic
membrane that goes between the deck and the panels. It acts as a secondary barrier if wind-
driven rain gets past the seams. In Austin, where we get tropical moisture from the Gulf, I
recommend a product that also acts as an ice and water shield. Even though we rarely see ice,
the self-sealing properties of those membranes around fastener penetrations are valuable in
any climate with heavy rain.

Metal roof insulation is another layer that many homeowners forget. Uninsulated metal panels
radiate heat into the attic space. In July, that can push attic temperatures past 140 degrees,
which makes your AC work twice as hard. A layer of closed-cell foam insulation under the
panels or a radiant barrier on the underside of the deck can cut heat transfer significantly.
Energy-efficient roofing is not just about solar reflectivity; it is about stopping the heat before it
enters the building envelope. A well-insulated metal roof can lower your cooling bills by 15 to
20 percent compared to an uninsulated one, based on readings I have taken on retrofit projects
here.

Snow Guards and Maintenance in a Non-Snow Climate
Snow guards might seem odd for Austin, but they serve a purpose beyond holding snow. On a
steep metal roof, even a small accumulation of wet leaves or debris can slide off in a sheet,
which is dangerous if you have a patio or walkway below. Snow guards create friction points
that break the sliding action. I have installed them on a few homes with 8:12 pitches where the
owner wanted to keep the area under the eaves safe. They are inexpensive and easy to retrofit.



Metal roof maintenance is simpler than most people think. Twice a year, walk the perimeter
and check for loose fasteners, debris buildup in the valleys, and any scratches where the
coating has been compromised. Touch-up paint matched to the Kynar 500 finish is available
from most manufacturers. If you catch a scratch early, you can prevent rust from starting. The
metal roof warranty on a quality standing seam system often runs 40 years or more, but only if
you maintain the coating and keep the gutters clean. I have seen a 40-year metal roof still look
good on a house in Hyde Park because the owner stayed on top of those small repairs.

When you are looking at metal roof cost per square foot, remember that the price includes not
just the panels but also the underlayment, flashing, fasteners, and the labor to install it all. A
standing seam system will run higher than corrugated, but the hidden fastener design reduces
long-term maintenance. For a roof replacement Austin homeowner, the choice often comes
down to whether you plan to stay in the house for twenty years or five. If you are staying, the
standing seam pays for itself in reduced hassle.

Working With a Roofing Contractor Austin
Not every crew knows how to handle metal panels properly. The material expands and
contracts with temperature, so the fasteners must be installed at the correct torque and the
panels must be allowed to move. A roofing contractor Austin who has experience with metal
will understand these tolerances. I have seen roofs fail because the installer over-tightened the
screws, dimpling the panels and creating stress points that eventually cracked the coating.
That is why I always recommend asking for examples of previous metal work and checking
references specifically for metal roofs, not just shingle work.

When I hear someone say they are considering Austin Roofing Company metal roofs, I know
they are looking at a crew that has done this particular type of work in this climate. That local
experience matters because the installation details that work in a dry climate like West Texas
are different from what you need in humid Central Texas. The same metal panel installed
correctly will last decades. Installed poorly, it can start showing problems in five years.

If you are thinking about a metal roof, take the time to understand the options. Standing seam
for the main house, corrugated for the shop, galvalume for the best value, copper if you want
something that will outlast you. Pair it with a good underlayment and insulation, maintain the
coating, and you will have a roof that handles Austin weather for forty years or more.

https://austinroofingcompany.com/roof-types/metal-roofing

