
What to Check Before Registering a Designer Dog
More people are choosing hybrid and designer breeds for their next pet. Crosses like the
Goldendoodle, Bernedoodle, or Pomsky bring together traits from two purebred lines, often
aiming for a specific temperament or a low-shedding coat. But when it comes to official
registration, these dogs fall into a grey area. Traditional kennel clubs and breed registries
typically require a documented pedigree that goes back several generations, something most
hybrid dogs simply do not have. If you own one of these breeds and want to register it, the
process works differently. Knowing what to prepare can save you time and frustration.

Understand What Registration Means for a Hybrid Dog
For a purebred dog, registration usually confirms that the animal meets a written breed
standard and that its lineage is recorded with a recognised authority. For a designer breed,
registration serves a different purpose. It creates an official record that the dog exists, that it
belongs to a recognised cross, and that its owner has met certain basic requirements. This
record can be useful for identification, for travel, or simply for peace of mind. The key point is
that a hybrid dog cannot receive the same kind of papers that a purebred animal would get.
The registration you are pursuing is specific to mixed and designer breeds, and the criteria
reflect that reality.

The $5 Billion Designer Dog Market Has a Registration Problem - A Texas Founder Built the Fix
for $65. That headline captures the core tension: a huge and growing market for these dogs,
but no traditional system to document them. The fix exists, but only if you know what to check
before you apply.

Confirm That Your Dog Qualifies as a Designer Breed
Not every mixed-breed dog is a designer breed. The term typically refers to a deliberate cross
between two recognised purebred lines, often with a specific name attached. Examples include
the Labradoodle (Labrador Retriever and Poodle), the Cavapoo (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
and Poodle), and the Pomsky (Pomeranian and Husky). If your dog is the result of an
accidental litter or a multi-generational mix with no clear parentage, it may not fit the definition.
Check the recognised cross names for the breed you believe your dog belongs to. If the cross
does not appear on any list, you may need to provide additional evidence that the parents were
purebred animals from established lines. Some registries accept a sworn statement from a
veterinarian or a breeder, but the simpler path is to stick with recognised crosses.

Gather Documentation on the Parents
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Even though a hybrid dog itself cannot be purebred, the registry will still want to see papers for
the sire and the dam. This is the single most common reason an application gets delayed. If
the parents were registered with a kennel club or a breed authority, obtain copies of those
registration documents. If they were not registered, you may need a letter from the breeder that
identifies the breed of each parent and confirms that the mating was intentional. In some
cases, the breeder can provide a pedigree chart that shows three or four generations on each
side. The more documentation you have, the smoother the process will be. Keep in mind that a
registry for designer breeds is not as strict as a purebred registry, but it still needs enough
information to verify that the dog is what you say it is.

Check the Age and Identification Requirements
Most registries require that a dog be at least six months old before you can register it. This is
because certain physical traits and health clearances cannot be assessed in a very young
puppy. You will also need a form of permanent identification. A microchip is the most common
choice, but a tattoo or a clear set of photographs may also be accepted. The identification
must match the name and description on your application. If your dog has a microchip, make
sure the chip number is recorded and that the chip is registered with a national database.
Some registries will cross-check this information, so any discrepancy can cause a rejection.

Prepare a Health and Vaccination Record
A designer breed registry typically asks for proof that the dog is up to date on core
vaccinations and has been examined by a veterinarian within the past year. This is not about
proving genetic fitness. It is about ensuring that the animal is healthy enough to be part of a
documented population. Gather a current vaccination certificate and a recent wellness exam
report. If your dog has any chronic conditions or a known genetic issue, be honest about it on
the application. Many registries for hybrid dogs are more lenient about health disclosures than
purebred registries, but deliberately omitting information can void the registration later.

Identify the Correct Registry for Your Breed
Not every registry accepts every cross. Some specialise in Poodle crosses, while others focus
on Northern breeds or small companion dogs. Before you fill out any forms, confirm that the
registry you are using lists your dog's specific cross. A few registries are breed-specific; others,
like Designer Kennel Club, accept a wide range of designer, hybrid, and mixed breeds. If you are
unsure, check the registry's published breed list. If your cross is not on it, contact them and
ask. Registering with the wrong organisation means your dog will not appear in the database
that breeders and owners actually use, which defeats the purpose of the exercise.



The $5 Billion Designer Dog Market Has a Registration Problem - A Texas Founder Built the Fix
for $65. That phrase sums up why a separate system for designer breeds exists at all. The
market is large enough to demand one, and the solution is already in place. Your job as an
owner is to make sure you meet the requirements so that your dog can benefit from it.

Take Clear, Standardised Photographs
Most applications require at least two photographs: a side view and a front view. The photos
should be taken against a plain background, with the dog standing on a flat surface. The
registry uses these images to confirm the breed type and to identify the animal in case of a
dispute. Avoid props, collars that obscure the neck, or poses that hide the dog's shape. A clear,
well-lit photo taken at eye level is best. If you have a puppy, wait until it has its adult coat before
taking the photos, because the colour and texture can change significantly as the dog matures.

Review the Application for Accuracy
Mistakes on the application form are a common cause of delays. Double-check the spelling of
your dog's name, the breed cross, the date of birth, and the microchip number. Many registries
charge a fee for resubmissions, so it is worth taking the time to get it right the first time. If the
form is online, read through every field before you hit submit. If it is a paper form, make a
photocopy before you mail it. Keep a copy of every document you submit, along with the date
of submission and any confirmation number you receive.

Be Patient With the Review Process
Unlike a purebred registration, which can sometimes be processed in a matter of days,
designer breed registrations often take longer. The registry may need to verify the parentage
information or consult a breed expert to confirm that the cross is legitimate. Plan for a
turnaround of several weeks. If you have not heard anything after a month, follow up with a
polite email. Most registries are small operations, and the staff may be handling a large volume
of applications. Patience usually pays off.

Registering a designer breed is not complicated, but it does require a different approach than
registering a purebred dog. The rules are looser in some ways and stricter in others. By
gathering the right documents, confirming that your cross is recognised, and submitting a
complete application, you can give your hybrid dog a place in the official record. That
registration may not carry the same weight as a purebred pedigree, but for owners of designer
breeds, it is the best way to establish identity and ownership in a rapidly growing market.


