Start With The Code Requirements That Actually Matter

In Texas, a new door has to do more than open and close cleanly. It needs to help control heat, limit air leakage,

and fit the energy code path your project is expected to follow.

Most homeowners are better off asking a simpler question than they expect. Not "What is the prettiest door?"

But "Will this door pass, stay tight, and keep the house from absorbing extra heat in July and August?"

Texas energy code compliance usually comes down to a mix of door construction, glazing performance if the
door has glass, and proper installation. If the door has sidelites, a large lite, or a full-glass section, the glass

specifications become just as important as the frame itself.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Pick Materials That Can Take Texas Weather Without Fighting The
Code

Material choice matters because Texas does not give a door much forgiveness. Sun exposure, moisture changes,

and small shifts in the slab can all turn a poor choice into a sticky, drafty one.

Fiberglass is often the most balanced option for homeowners who care about efficiency. It holds up well, takes
insulation seriously, and tends to stay stable when temperatures swing. Steel can be a strong choice too,

especially for security and value, but the finish and detailing have to be right.

Wood doors can still work, but they need more maintenance and more protection from sun and moisture. In full
western exposure, even a well-made wood door can fade, dry out, or move enough to affect latch alignment if it

is not protected properly.

With glazed doors, the glass package matters as much as the frame. Insulated glass, low-E coatings, and a well-

designed frame can make the difference between a door that helps the house and one that becomes a heat leak.

How To Compare Door Specs Without Guessing

You do not need to become a code official, but you do need to recognize the ratings that matter. U-factor, solar
heat gain coefficient for glazed doors, and air leakage are the numbers that usually separate a smart choice from

a mediocre one.

A lower U-factor generally means better commercial windows Dallas Windows & Doors insulation. That matters
in Texas because summer cooling loads are serious, and a door that bleeds heat gains can push the HVAC system
harder than it should.

For glazed doors, the solar heat gain coefficient deserves real attention. Lower SHGC generally means less solar

heat coming through the glass, which is exactly what you want when the sun hits the door hard.

Air leakage is easy to ignore on paper, but homeowners feel it every day. A door that does not seal tightly can

waste energy, let in dust, and create hot or drafty spots near the entry, even if the slab itself is well insulated.

Why The Best Door Can Still Fail If The Installation Is Weak
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Many of the biggest losses happen around the opening, not through the door itself. Bad shimming, weak

flashing, or sloppy sealing can undo the value of an otherwise efficient product.

That is especially true in Texas homes with foundation movement. Even small shifts can throw off latch alignment,

break the compression of the weatherstripping, or leave gaps that let conditioned air escape.

For exterior doors, proper perimeter sealing should be checked at the jambs, head, and threshold. If there is
glass, the installer should also make sure the unit is flashed and sealed in a way that keeps both water and air

from sneaking in around the opening.

A Practical Way To Choose The Right Door For Your House

Start by identifying exposure. A shaded front door has different needs than a west-facing patio door that gets
blasted every afternoon. Then look at the material, insulation, glass package, and seal quality as one system, not

as separate selling points.

If the project includes a glazed entry or patio door, ask for the performance ratings in writing and compare them
against the requirements for your area. If the door is solid, focus more heavily on insulation, weatherstripping,

and the frame design around the opening.

Before you sign, find out whether this is a true like-for-like swap or a bigger alteration to the opening. A new size,

added glass, or a different style can change the review path and create avoidable delays.

A good door choice is rarely just about style. It is the one that fits the opening properly, handles the sun load,

and meets the code requirements without making the installation more difficult than it needs to be.



