
If pasture is thin, grazed down, dormant, or otherwise limited, the proper horse feed becomes important more
than ever. Horses are built to consume forage for most of the day, so a shortage of grass changes how you
should think about calories, roughage, gut health, and the overall balance of the ration. The best choice is seldom
just “more grain.” Instead, it is usually a feed program that adds enough forage, supports digestive health, and
matches the horse’s body condition score, workload, and age.

If you are trying to hold weight on a horse, maintain muscle, or simply stop condition loss during low-grass
months, the answer usually starts with a feed based on digestible fiber and enough calories from reliable sources.
That may mean a forage-based feed, a controlled amount of horse feed grain, or a complete feed if hay is
limited. The right option depends on what your horse is missing the most: roughage, calories, protein, fat, or all
of the above.

What shifts when horses have limited pasture?
When horses have restricted pasture, they forfeit a major source of daily forage. Grass is not just “nutrition”; it is
the foundation of the equine diet. If pasture quality deteriorates, the horse may spend fewer time chewing,
produce less saliva, and take in fewer long-stem fibers. That can affect digestion and gut health, especially
because the horse’s digestive tract is designed for steady intake of roughage.

Low pasture also changes the energy profile of the diet. Fresh grass can provide calories, water, and nutrients in a
form horses use quickly. When it disappears, you often need to replace those calories with hay, a forage-based
feed, or a carefully selected concentrate. This is where the body condition score becomes important. A horse
that is maintaining condition may only need routine support, while a horse losing rib cover or topline may need a
more calorie-dense ration.

In practical terms, limited pasture often means:

Less total fiber intake unless you add hay or hay-based products

Greater dependence on stored feed to meet daily calorie needs

A higher need for ration balancing to avoid excess starch or sweetness

Closer attention to maintaining weight and body condition trends

That is why the best feeding plan is rarely about one bag alone. It is about how the feed blends with the rest of
the diet.

What sort of horse feed works best when grass is scarce?
There are many types of horse feed, but when grass is scarce, the best option is usually the one that fills in for
forage first and concentrates energy second. In other words, prioritize fiber before piling on on calories from
grain.

Horse feed grain can help if a horse requireds more calories, but grain is not always by default the best answer.
Typical grain mixes may be very palatable, yet they can be richer in starch and sugar than many horses need. That
is especially relevant for easy keepers, horses with metabolic concerns, or horses that do unwell on a high-starch
diet.

Sweet feed for horses is a common choice because many horses like it. Its palatability can make for feeding
simpler for picky horses or those requiring help maintaining intake. However, sweet feed is not ideal for all horse.



Depending on the formula, it may contain more molasses and more rapidly digestible carbohydrates than some
horses tolerate well. For a horse with limited pasture, sweet feed may serve as part of a plan, but it should be
chosen thoughtfully and fed in moderation when needed.

For many horses, the best horse feed in this case is one that provides:

Greater digestible fiber

Medium protein

Controlled starch and sugar

Sufficient fat for extra calories if needed

Good palatability without creating an unbalanced ration

The exact horse feed you choose should match the horse’s work level, forage access, and body condition—not
just what is common on the shelf.

How do you choose between forage-based feed , grain, and complete
feeds?
Selecting between a forage-based feed, a grain product, and a complete feed comes down to a simple
question: how much of the horse’s diet is left out because pasture is limited?

A forage-based feed is usually the best pasture-friendly option because it supplies more digestible fiber and
acts more like roughage than a heavy concentrate. These feeds often include beet pulp, soy hulls, hay meal, or
other fiber sources that promote chewing and a steadier digestive pattern. They are often a strong choice for
horses that need more calories but should not get a lot of starch.

Concentrates are feeds formulated to deliver more nutrients and calories in a smaller amount. Grain-based
concentrates can be helpful for horses in work or those needing extra energy, but they can also raise the starch
load quickly. If you use concentrates, the rest of the ration should still provide enough long-stem forage to
support gut function.

A complete feed is often the most practical answer when hay is limited, poor in quality, or difficult for the horse
to eat enough of. A complete feed is formulated to replace both forage and concentrate in a controlled way. That
makes it especially useful for horses with limited pasture access, older horses with chewing issues, or horses that
need more calories without a lot of bulk. Even then, the feed rate must be managed carefully so the horse still
gets adequate roughage and a balanced ration overall.

A practical way to think about the choice is this:

Forage-based feed: ideal when you need more fiber, moderate calories, and better gut support

Grain or concentrate: the right choice when extra energy is needed and the horse already has enough
forage

Complete feed: the right choice when pasture and hay are both limited or inconsistent

For most limited-pasture horses, the safest answer is the feed that adds digestible fiber first and keeps starch
lower unless the horse truly needs more energy.

Which labels are often suggested for restricted-pasture horses?



A number of well-known manufacturers are frequently considered when owners compare best horse feed
brands for horses with limited pasture. Each offers various product lines, and the best Learn more one depends
on the horse’s age, workload, and body condition.

Purina horse feed is commonly selected because the company offers a broad range of formulas for
performance, growth, and maintenance. Many horse owners look at Purina when they want a structured feeding
program with different calorie levels and ingredient profiles.

Tribute horse feed is often reviewed by owners who want options with digestible fiber and controlled starch. It
can be a practical brand for horses that need practical energy without relying too heavily on traditional grain.

Nutrena horse feed has a diverse lineup that includes maintenance, performance, and senior-friendly products.
It is frequently considered for horses that need a balanced ration and consistent nutrition during pasture
shortages.

Triumph horse feed is another name many owners compare when evaluating calorie density, fiber levels, and
cost effectiveness. Depending on the formula, it can fit horses that need maintenance support or added body
condition.

Brand choice should not be about the label alone. It should be about nutrient density, feed rate, and whether the
product helps the horse maintain a healthy body condition score on limited pasture.

How do Purina options compare?

Within purina horse feed lines, owners frequently compare products based on workload and condition goals.
purina impact performance is often discussed for horses needing more support during higher activity. purina
impact horse feed is another option people look at when seeking a more targeted performance-oriented
formula. purina performance horse feed generally appeals to horses that need a stronger calorie and nutrient
profile than a basic maintenance feed.

One major advantage of these options is that they are typically formulated to support energy, protein, and lipids
in a structured way, which can help when grass is scarce. The best choice depends on whether the horse needs
weight maintenance, improved muscle condition, or more energy for work. If the horse is easy keeping, a lower-
feed-rate formula with more digestible fiber may be more suitable than a rich performance mix.

What should you know about Tractor Supply, Runnings, and Chewy options?

Many horse owners compare retail availability and price while choosing feed. tractor supply horse feed
products often include a selection of maintenance and performance options, and tractor supply sweet feed is a
familiar option for horses that need a palatable grain mix. runnings horse feed may also include local-store
selections that fit different budgets and condition goals. chewy horse feed gives shoppers one more way to
compare products, ingredient lists, and bag sizes without relying on one store’s shelf.

The retailer matters less than the nutrition label. A lower-cost feed can still be a solid pick if it supports the
horse’s body condition, provides enough calories, and does not push starch too high. Before buying, compare
ingredient quality, fat percentage, fiber level, and feeding directions so you can estimate whether the product fits
your horse’s daily ration.

How much horse feed should a horse require per day?
There is no single answer to how much grain to feed a horse per day, because the right amount depends on
horse body weight, pasture access, workload, and the type of feed. A basic horse feeding chart can be a
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practical starting point, but it should never replace a horse-specific feeding plan.

As a general rule, horses need enough forage or forage-equivalent intake to keep the digestive tract functioning
properly. If pasture is limited, the daily ration should be built around hay or forage-based products first, with
concentrates added only as needed to meet calorie requirements.

For grain and other concentrates, feed rate matters. Large meals of grain can overwhelm the digestive system
and reduce digestive stability. Smaller, more frequent meals are usually safer than a few heavy feedings. If you
use a concentrate, measure it by actual nutrient need, not by habit.

A useful way to estimate daily intake is:

Begin with body weight and body condition score

Estimate the horse’s forage requirement

Include a concentrate only if calories, protein, or fat are still short

Increase or decrease little by little and monitor manure, attitude, and condition

If you are unsure about the right feed amount, a horse feeding chart can help define the initial range, but the
best outcome comes from adjusting according to the horse’s condition over time.

What is the best horse feed for weight gain?
The best horse feed for weight gain is usually one that delivers more calories without keeping the ration too
starch-heavy. That often means a blend with added fat, plenty of digestible fiber, and enough protein to support
muscle, not just body condition.

Weight gain should be gradual and controlled. The goal is better body condition, not a sudden jump in
condition that could stress the digestive system. A feed with more fat can help because fat is energy-rich and
generally gentler on the gut than large starch loads. Digestible fiber also helps because it supports stable energy
use and improved digestion.

If a horse is underweight on limited pasture, the most effective plan often includes:

More hay or forage-based feed

A calorie-dense concentrate or complete feed

Possible fat supplementation when more energy is needed

Monitoring body condition score every few weeks

Be careful not to correct weight loss with more grain alone. If the horse cannot masticate enough, absorb
enough, or consume enough total roughage, extra grain may not cure the problem. A balanced ration is
significantly more important than sheer volume.

How much does horse feed cost?
horse feed cost can vary greatly depending on ingredient quality, bag size, and whether the feed is a simple
grain mix or a more concentrated complete feed. If you are asking how much does horse feed cost, the most
useful answer is to think in terms of per-day feed cost, not just bag price.

A horse feed cost calculator can help you assess products by dividing the bag price by the number of days it
covers at the recommended feed rate. This is especially helpful when comparing a cheaper bag that requires a
high feed rate versus a more concentrated feed that may go further.



When building a feeding budget, remember to include:

Hay and similar forage

Horse feed grain or a complete ration

Supplements when needed

Loss from bad storage or unpalatable feed

Seasonal shifts in ration needs

Often the cheapest bag price may not be the best deal. A feed with improved digestibility, greater nutrient
density, or reduced feed rate may end up cheaper each day even if the bag is pricier at purchase.

Which horse feeds should you avoid?
Not every feed is a good match for horses with limited pasture. Some of the worst horse feed brands for a
given horse are not necessarily the cheapest or most expensive; they are the ones that do not match the horse’s
digestive needs or condition goals.

A key concern is high-starch feed. Too much starch can be hard on digestion, especially when forage intake is
low. Horses on limited pasture need steadier fiber support, not just a surge of quick calories.

Moldy feed should never be fed. Small amounts can be harmful and can lead to digestive upset or worse. Any
feed that smells off, clumps unnaturally, or shows visible mold should be discarded.

An unbalanced ration is another problem. Feeding only grain, or choosing a formula that does not meet the
horse’s requirements for fiber, protein, vitamins, and minerals, can create gaps that hurt condition and health
over time.

Limit feed choices that:

Run too high in starch for the horse’s needs

Replace forage without enough digestible fiber

Are spoiled, dusty, or moldy

Do not suit the horse’s age, work, or body condition

The safest choice is the one that supports the horse as a whole, not just one short-term goal.

Can you give treats like carrots when pasture is limited?
Absolutely, but only in moderation. feeding horses carrots can be fine as a small treat, especially if you are using
them for training or enrichment. The key is keeping treats from adding too much sugar intake on top of an
already concentrated ration.

Limited pasture horses may already be receiving more stored feed and less natural grazing. That makes
moderation important. Treats should stay small compared with the total diet. If a horse is prone to weight gain,
metabolic issues, or sensitivity to sugar, even healthy-looking treats should be offered carefully.

Carrots do not substitute for forage, and they should not be used to “make up” for poor feeding management.
They are simply an occasional treat. Good nutrition comes from the main ration, not from snack foods.

How do you make a safe feeding plan for limited pasture?



A secure feeding plan for horses with limited pasture starts with knowing what the horse is actually eating.
forage analysis can help you understand hay quality, fiber percentages, protein content, and whether the forage
supports the horse’s needs. This is especially useful when pasture is inconsistent or hay quality varies through the
season.

slow feeding is an additional useful strategy. Slow-feed hay nets, controlled feeding systems, or multiple smaller
meals can help support natural feeding habits and support digestive health. The horse should have steady access
to roughage whenever possible.

Always monitor water intake. Horses that eat more dry feed and less fresh grass need easy access to clean water.
Adequate hydration helps digestion and supports manure consistency, which is a useful clue about how well the
ration is working.

Finally, involve a veterinarian or equine nutrition professional if the horse is losing weight, has dental problems,
shows signs of poor digestion, or needs a complex ration balancing plan. A professional can help you choose
between forage-based feed, full feed, or a concentrate approach and make sure the feeding plan supports long-
term health.

The best horse feed for limited pasture is the option that restores adequate forage, matches calories to condition,
and keeps the ration balanced for the horse’s digestive system.

When pasture is limited, the winning strategy is simple: feed in a forage-first way, use concentrates only when
needed, and choose products based on condition, workload, and daily intake. Whether you prefer purina horse
feed, tribute horse feed, nutrena horse feed, or triumph horse feed, the right selection is the one that helps
the horse maintain healthy weight, stable energy, and a sound digestive system.

Common Questions

What horse feed works best for horses on limited pasture?

A good horse feed for horses on limited pasture is typically a forage-based feed or complete feed that delivers
digestible fiber, controlled starch, and sufficient calories for weight maintenance. If the horse is underweight or
working hard, a calorie-dense formula with added fat may be better. Your choice should depend on body
condition score, workload, and how much hay is currently being fed.

How much grain should I feed a horse per day when pasture is poor?

The portion of grain is determined on horse body weight, condition, and the rest of the ration. Begin with forage
needs first, then add only enough concentrate to close the calorie gap. A horse feeding chart can help determine
a starting point, but the exact feed rate should be adjusted based on condition, manure quality, and overall
health. Try to avoid large grain meals if possible.

Is sweet feed a suitable choice for horses with limited grass?

Palatable feed for horses can be effective for many horses because it is palatable, but it is not ideal for every
horse on sparse pasture. If it is high in sugar or starch, it may not be the safest choice for horses that need a
more secure, more forage-based ration. It can be used in moderation for horses that tolerate it well, but it should
not replace forage.

What horse feed helps horses gain weight safely?



The ideal horse feed to support weight gain is usually one that adds calories through digestible fiber and fat
rather than depending mainly on starch. That supports body condition without overwhelming the digestive
system. A safe weight gain plan also includes adequate forage, a balanced ration, and gradual changes so the
horse can adjust smoothly.

How can I estimate horse feed cost for my horse?

Try horse feed cost calculator or work it out manually by splitting the bag price by the number of days the bag
lasts at your horse’s daily feed rate. Factor in hay, supplements, and waste in your diet budget. A more expensive
bag is not always more expensive overall if it has a lower feed rate or better nutrient density.


