What Foundation Movement Does To Openings In A House

Around Dallas, foundation movement often shows itself before most homeowners notice anything else. The roof
may still look straight, but doors begin dragging, windows stop opening cleanly, and locks no longer line up the

way they should. Those small changes are usually the early clues that the frame is no longer square.

Dallas homes sit on expansive clay soil, and that soil swells when it gets wet and shrinks when it dries. Over time,
that cycle can lift one part of a foundation, drop another, or tilt the slab just enough to distort the framing above
it.

After a foundation shift, the opening itself can distort. The jamb may lean, the header may sag slightly, and the

frame can lose its square. That is why a door may scrape the floor on one side while a nearby window suddenly

becomes hard to latch or close.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Signs The Problem Is Foundation Movement, Not Just Bad Hardware

Not every sticky door means the foundation is failing. Sometimes the fix is as simple as tightening hinges,
replacing a latch, or adjusting strike plates. The pattern of the problem matters. If only one interior door rubs

after seasonal humidity, that is different from multiple doors and windows going out of line at once.

Homeowners usually notice a few classic clues. Doors may swing open by themselves, latch only if lifted, or catch
at the top corner. Windows may need two hands to close, or the sash may sit visibly crooked in the frame.

Interior trim can crack, especially near corners, and caulk lines may separate where the frame meets the wall.

A bigger clue is when the problem is no longer limited to a single room. Multiple doors, several windows, or the
same corner of the house all developing issues at once usually suggests the structure is moving, not just one
piece of hardware failing.

What To Fix First Before Installing New Openings

Installing new doors or windows while the foundation is still active is a gamble. These products need a true
opening. If the house keeps shifting, the replacement can start sticking, leaking air, or losing seal much sooner
than it should.

The common complaint is that the new unit "went bad,” when the real issue is movement in the frame around it.
A door can be installed correctly and still start dragging later if the slab settles. The same is true for windows that

were operating normally on day one and binding by the next season.

That is why a structural inspection should come before major window or door work when there are signs of
movement. A foundation contractor or structural professional can tell you whether the house has stabilized

enough for replacement, or whether the movement needs to be addressed first.

When To Repair, When To Replace, And When To Call For Help

The first step is simple documentation. Keep track of which openings are affected, how often the issue happens,
and whether it changes with weather. That record can make it easier to tell the difference between normal

swelling and a deeper structural issue.



Next, check the basics. Look at hinges, weatherstripping, lock hardware, and visible gaps around the frame. A
small adjustment may help if the issue is limited and the structure is sound. But if the door frame or Windows of

Dallas window opening is visibly out of square, a simple tune-up will not hold for long.

In a city with expansive clay soil, it is usually smarter to stabilize the house before installing new openings. That

way, the investment goes into a frame that is far less likely to drift out of square again.

Once the structure is stable, the next decision is choosing products and installation methods that fit North Texas
conditions. The right frame, proper flashing, and solid sealing help protect the opening from both heat and

future stress.
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