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Navigating the Hungarian ID Card Application Process: A
Comprehensive Guide
Obtaining or renewing main identification is an administrative milestone that every resident and person should
eventually deal with. For those living in Hungary or holding Hungarian citizenship, comprehending the subtleties
of the Hungarian ID card application procedure can save important time and avoid unnecessary tension. Whether
a candidate is a native resident changing an expired card or a foreign resident browsing the regional
administrative system, knowing what to anticipate is half the battle.

This extensive guide breaks down the vital details concerning the Hungarian identity card application, including
required documents, processing times, costs, and essential tips for a smooth experience.

Understanding the Types of Hungarian ID Cards
Before beginning the application procedure, it is very important to recognize which type of document is required.
Hungary concerns numerous types of recognition depending on the candidate's citizenship status and travel
requirements within the European Union.

File Type Who is it for? Primary Purpose Validity Personal Identity Card (Személyi igazolvány) Hungarian
people Domestic ID, travel within the EEA and certain other nations. Varies by age (usually 3 to 6 years, or 10
years for adults). Address Card (Lakcímkártya) Residents and residents Shows the official domestic address in
Hungary. Indefinite (unless the address changes). House Permit Card (Tartózkodási engedély) Non-EEA third-
country nationals Legal right to reside in Hungary. Varies based upon the specific visa/permit type (1-- 5 years).

Where to Apply: The Government Windows (Kormányablak)
In Hungary, the vast bulk of public administrative jobs-- including ID card applications-- are managed by local
federal government offices called Kormányablak (Government Windows).

Applicants do not always need to go to a workplace in their specific community; any Kormányablak across the
country can process basic ID applications. However, checking out a workplace exterior of peak hours (such as
early mornings or late afternoons) is highly suggested to prevent long lines.

How to Book an Appointment

While walk-ins are usually accepted, wait times can be unforeseeable. Candidates can secure their area ahead of
time using the official online reservation system:

1. Visit the central Hungarian federal government portal (Magyarország.hu).

2. Navigate to the "Kormányablak" appointment reservation section.

3. Select the suitable category (e.g., Személyi igazolvány kiállítása).

4. Select a preferred area, date, and time slot.

Step-by-Step Application Process
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For Hungarian citizens restoring or applying for a standard Personal Identity Card, the procedure is streamlined
and efficient. Here are the general steps included:

1. Gather Required Documents: Ensure all essential documents is ready before heading to the workplace.

2. Visit the Kormányablak: Check in at the reception terminal, take a line ticket corresponding to your service,
and wait on your number to be called.

3. Biometric Data Collection: The clerk will take a digital photograph and capture fingerprints (required for
modern-day e-ID cards) in addition to an electronic signature.

4. Information Verification: Review the personal information participated in the system by the clerk to ensure
there are no typos in names, dates of birth, or citizenship information.

5. Payment: Pay any relevant charges (though certain renewals or novice issuances might be totally free of
charge).

6. Pick Delivery Method: Decide whether to select up the completed card face to face at the office or have it
provided through postal mail to a property address.

Needed Documents Checklist
Having the proper documents is vital to preventing application hold-ups. While requirements can somewhat
differ depending upon private scenarios, candidates normally need to bring the following:

Current Identification: An ended ID card, valid passport, or birth certificate (if applying for the first time).

Proof of Address Card (Lakcímkártya): Essential for confirming the existing domestic domicile.

Name Change Documentation: If applicable (e.g., a marriage certificate), files proving a current legal name
modification should be provided.

Citizenship Certificate: For naturalized residents getting their very first Hungarian ID.

Costs and Processing Times
The expense and turn-around time for a Hungarian ID card depend on whether the application is standard or
expedited.

Standard Processing: Usually takes in between 5 to 8 working days. For adult Hungarian citizens, basic
renewals are often totally free of charge under particular federal government fee-waiver programs, though
replacement cards for lost or damaged documents might sustain a fee.

Expedited Processing: For those needing a file urgently, express options are offered for an additional fee:

3-day service (offered at choose workplaces).

24-hour urgent service (readily available solely at the Central Document Office in Budapest for a
substantially greater fee).

Special Considerations for Foreign Nationals
Non-Hungarian people living in the country will follow a slightly various course. While EU/EEA people register
their address and obtain registration certificates, third-country nationals handling home licenses should apply
through the National Directorate-General for Aliens Policing (Országos Idegenrendészeti Főigazgatóság -
OIF) rather than a standard Kormányablak.



However, when a residence authorization is authorized, foreign homeowners should still acquire their regional
Hungarian address card ( Lakcímkártya) from the Kormányablak to finish their administrative setup.

Tips for a Smooth Application Experience
To guarantee the ID card application process goes off without a drawback, keep these useful ideas in mind:

Check Expiration Dates Early: Do not wait up until the day your ID ends to begin the renewal procedure.
Goal to start applications a minimum of 30 days before expiration.

Keep Digital Copies: Snap images of your application receipt and short-lived ID files on your smartphone.

Double-Check Personal Data: Pay attention when the clerk asks you to confirm your name spelling and
address on the screen. Fixing a typo after the card has actually been printed needs beginning the entire
application procedure over once again.

Bring a Translator (If Needed): While many clerks at major Budapest workplaces speak English,
administrative offices in smaller towns operate almost exclusively in Hungarian. Bringing a multilingual pal or
translation app can be immensely valuable.

By preparing the essential files in advance, scheduling an appointment online, and comprehending what to
anticipate at the Kormányablak, candidates can navigate the Hungarian ID card application procedure rapidly and
effectively.


