
The proper amount of grain in a horse diet depends on the horse’s size, workload, body condition score, and
what the rest of the ration already provides through forage. In many cases, horse feed grain should be a
supplement, not the foundation of the diet. A basic starting point is this: feed grain only when hay, pasture, and a
balanced horse feed are not meeting the horse’s energy needs. For an average mature horse in maintenance,
that may mean little to no grain. For a performance horse, hard keeper, or senior horse, grain may be helpful in a
controlled feeding rate.

A practical rule is to keep grain meals small and avoid giving more starch than the horse can comfortably digest.
Many owners use a horse feeding chart to estimate how much grain to feed a horse per day, then adjust
based on condition, exercise, and forage quality. The goal is to provide enough calories, protein, fiber, and
digestible energy without creating excess risk from overfeeding. Below, we’ll go over what to feed, when to feed
it, and how to compare products, brands, and cost.

How much grain to feed a horse per day
How much grain to feed a horse per day is determined by the horse’s body weight, forage intake, and
workload. The key first step is to make sure hay or pasture is the base of the diet. Grain, or concentrate, is usually
added only to cover the gap in calories, protein, or other nutrients.

A common pop over to this web-site feeding approach is to offer grain at about 0.25% to 0.5% of body weight per
meal, with total daily grain amount depending on the horse’s needs. That means a 1,000-pound horse might
receive modest grain meals rather than one large serving. Breaking the ration into two or more meals helps
reduce digestive stress and supports more consistent energy levels.

A horse feeding chart can be helpful as a rough guide:

Maintenance horses: Usually little to no grain if good hay and pasture are available.

Light work horses: Modest grain meals may be enough if hay is high quality.

Performance horses: Generally need a concentrate with more calories and perhaps more digestible energy.

Senior horses: May need easy-to-chew, highly digestible feed with added calories and protein.

Hard keepers: Often require a denser ration with more calories per pound.

The ideal feeding plan also depends on the types of horse feed available. Some feeds are designed for
maintenance, while others are made for weight gain, performance, or senior support. A feed label should always
be matched to the horse’s actual needs, instead of merely fed because it looks familiar.

When you calculate grain, remember that too much starch can be hard on the digestive tract. The horse’s natural
design favors forage, so grain should only make up a controlled part of the diet. If your horse already has
excellent pasture and free-choice hay, the answer to “how much grain should I feed?” may be “very little.”

When grain is required vs. when forage is enough
Plenty of horses do well on forage alone. In fact, a diet built on hay and pasture is often the healthiest starting
point because forage supports chewing, gut health, and steady energy. Grain becomes useful when forage is not
enough to support weight, support work, or meet nutrient needs.

If your horse holds weight well, has a steady body condition score, and is not in demanding work, good hay and
pasture may be enough. In that case, a basic horse feed may be unnecessary except for a vitamin-mineral

https://sites.google.com/view/horse-feed-usa/


balancer or small measured supplement. The idea is to avoid extra calories that the horse does not need.

Grain is more likely to help when a horse is in one of these situations:

Reduced pasture access

Poor-quality hay

Heavy work or frequent training

Weight loss during cold weather

Recovery needs after illness, with veterinary guidance

Older age and reduced chewing efficiency

For weight gain, owners often look for the best horse feed for weight gain. That usually means a feed with
more calories, balanced protein, and enough fiber to aid digestion. Not every high-calorie feed is the right
choice, though. Some are too rich in starch for easy keepers, and others may be better suited to a horse that
needs slow, controlled weight gain.

Sweet feed for horses is a common choice, but it is not automatically the best solution. It tends to be palatable,
which helps picky horses eat, but it may also contain more starch and molasses than some horses need. If a horse
is prone to excitability, digestive issues, or easy weight gain, a different concentrate may be a better fit.

The key point is this: forage should do the heavy lifting whenever possible. Grain should be used to complement
the forage base, not replace it.

Varieties of horse feed and typical ingredients
There are various types of horse feed, and the label usually tells you a lot about how the feed is intended to
work. Some are designed for maintenance, some for growth, some for performance, and some for weight gain or
older horse support.

Common categories include:

Pelleted feed: Even-sized pieces that are easy to measure and often help limit selective eating.

Textured feed: A combined feed that may include grains, pellets, and molasses for better acceptance.

Sweet feed for horses: Often a textured feed with molasses that improves taste appeal.

Concentrate: A more energy-rich ration fed alongside hay or pasture.

Ration balancer: A smaller amount that helps supply vitamins, minerals, and protein without many calories.

Many feeds rely on a combination of oats, barley, corn, beet pulp, soybean meal, vitamins, minerals, and added
fat. The exact ratio affects digestible energy, protein, fiber, and starch levels. A horse that needs support for
muscle tone may do well with more quality protein, while a horse needing calories may need more fat or fiber
rather than more starch.

Some owners also think about treats and extras like feeding horses carrots. Carrots can be a pleasant occasional
treat, but they should not be treated as part of the main ration. They add a little bit of calories and sugar, but
they do not replace balanced horse feed, hay, or pasture.

When comparing feed types, consider the horse’s chewing ability, workload, and digestive sensitivity. A senior
horse may do better on a more digestible pelleted feed, while a performance horse may need a concentrate that
supports steady energy without too much starch.



How to pick a horse feed brand
The best horse feed brands are the ones that meet the horse’s needs, fit your feeding routine, and keep uniform
from bag to bag. Brand reputation matters, but ingredient quality, nutrient analysis, and suitability for the horse
matter more.

When evaluating brands, look at:

Ingredients and guaranteed analysis

Calorie level and fiber content

Protein percentage and amino acid support

Starch level, especially for sensitive horses

Whether the feed is designed for maintenance, performance, or weight gain

Pellets versus textured feed preference

Established options include purina horse feed, tribute horse feed, and nutrena horse feed. Each brand offers
multiple formulas, so the brand name alone does not tell the whole story. A maintenance formula may be very
different from a performance formula.

For example, a horse needing more calories may do well with a high-energy formula from one of these brands,
while a horse with simpler needs may thrive on a lower-intake ration balancer. If your goal is weight gain, pick a
product built for calories and condition rather than simply feeding more grain.

Look for a brand that makes it easy to keep the ration stable. Consistency is important because sudden changes
in horse feed can upset digestion and alter energy levels. Many owners do best when they choose one line and
stick with it unless the horse’s condition changes.

Popular horse feed labels and sample products
Most horse owners choose by store selection nearly as much as by formula. This is why people often search for
tractor supply horse feed, tractor supply sweet feed, runnings horse feed, or chewy horse feed. These
searches usually reflect convenience, pricing, and availability rather than a single perfect feed.

At a farm supply store, you may find multiple brands and formulas side by side. A basic sweet feed, a pelleted
maintenance feed, and a performance concentrate can all seem appealing, but the label matters more than the
package design. The best choice is the one that matches the horse’s actual nutritional needs.

As an example:

Tractor supply horse feed may offer several store-stocked and national brands, plus different formula styles.

Tractor supply sweet feed is often selected for palatability, especially for picky eaters.

Runnings horse feed may provide regional availability and practical feed options for daily use.

Chewy horse feed can be useful for home delivery and consistent reordering.

Availability matters when you want to keep the ration consistent. Switching brands too often can lead to issues
with palatability or digestion. If the horse is doing well on a specific product, keeping it in the feeding routine
may be more valuable than constantly chasing the newest formula.

That said, it is wise to compare labels across products. Two feeds may both say “performance” but have different
calorie levels, fiber sources, and starch content. Always pair the formula to the horse’s workload and condition,
not just the marketing terms.



Athletic performance, weight gain, and senior horse feeding
Targeted nutrition is often needed for horses with different life stages or job demands. A performance horse
generally needs a ration that promotes stamina, muscle recovery, and steady energy. A hard keeper may need
more calories without a huge increase in meal size. A senior horse may need easier digestion and greater nutrient
density.

Options such as purina impact performance, purina impact horse feed, and purina performance horse feed
are types of feeds that may be considered when a horse needs more support than a basic maintenance formula
provides. Likewise, triumph horse feed is another brand name that owners may compare when looking for
formulas suited to performance, condition, or daily care.

For improving condition, the ideal feed often increases calories through digestible fiber and fat rather than
simply adding more starch. This helps provide energy without overloading the digestive system. A horse that
needs to gain weight gradually may respond better to a thoughtfully balanced ration than to large grain meals.

Senior horses are a separate category because their needs can change with age. They may lose efficiency
chewing hay, digest nutrients less effectively, or need extra protein to maintain muscle. A senior feed or softened
concentrate may make it easier to keep weight on while still protecting digestive comfort.

No matter the objective, changes should be made slowly. Watch the horse’s manure, appetite, coat condition,
energy, and body condition score. Those signs tell you whether the current feeding plan is working better than
the feed bag claims.

How to compare horse feed cost
Horse feed cost depends on the manufacturer, recipe, bag capacity, and the amount the horse actually
consumes per day. A feed that looks expensive per bag may be more economical if the feeding rate is lower. On
the other hand, a cheaper bag can cost more over time if the horse requires large servings to maintain condition.

When asking how much does horse feed cost, it helps to compare cost per day or cost per month rather than
only cost per bag. That is where a horse feed cost calculator becomes useful. You can estimate daily intake,
multiply by the bag price, and compare products based on actual consumption.

Factors that influence horse feed cost include:

Bifid
1-833-288-3874
sales@bifid.us
https://bifid.com/

Calories per pound

Feeding rate

Local availability

Brand formulation

Shipping or delivery costs

Whether the horse needs a balancer, concentrate, or complete feed

Cheaper is not always better if the feed does not support the horse’s health. The goal is good value, not just the
lowest sticker price. A feed that improves body condition and reduces waste may save money over time,
especially if it helps avoid buying extra supplements or overfeeding.



If you want a easy method, compare the monthly cost of the current ration against one or two alternatives. Then
check whether the new product changes the amount of forage needed or the feeding rate. That gives a clearer
picture of real-world cost.

Typical feeding errors and how to avoid them
One of the biggest mistakes is assuming more grain is always better. Horses are built for forage, and too much
horse feed grain can create digestive strain, excessive starch intake, and weight changes that are hard to control.
A good horse feeding chart should guide you, not tempt you to overload the bucket.

Another mistake is relying too heavily on sweet feed for horses just because it is palatable. Sweet feed can help
picky eaters, but it may not be the best option for every horse. Some horses do better on a lower-starch, pelleted
feed or a measured concentrate.

Watch out for these problems:

Offering excess grain in a single meal

Moving to a new brand too abruptly

Overlooking hay quality and pasture access

Using the same ration for every horse in the barn

Picking feed based only on cost

Thinking a feed is good because it is widely sold

Some people also ask about the worst horse feed brands. It is often more accurate to say that a feed becomes
“worst” when it is the wrong fit for the horse. A formula that works well for a hard keeper may be a poor choice
for a horse that gains weight easily. The brand is just one piece of the puzzle.

Always balance grain with forage, water, and proper turnout or exercise. If a horse is losing weight, gaining too
much, or showing digestive upset, review the ration before assuming anything. In many cases, the issue is not
only the feed, but the entire feeding program.

FAQ about feeding grain to horses

How much grain is right for a horse per day?

How much is needed depends on body weight, workload, forage quality, and body condition score. Many horses
in maintenance need little to no grain, while performance horses, hard keepers, and some senior horses may
need a measured concentrate. A practical approach is to keep grain meals small and change the ration based on
condition and energy needs.

Is grain necessary for every horse, or can hay be enough?

Many horses do not need grain. Many horses can maintain themselves on hay and pasture alone if the forage is
good quality and the horse is not in heavy work. Grain becomes useful when the horse needs extra calories,
protein, or digestible energy that forage cannot provide.

What is the difference between sweet feed and pelleted horse feed?

Sweet feed for horses is usually a textured feed with molasses and mixed ingredients, making it very palatable.
Pelleted feed is compressed into uniform pieces, which can reduce sorting and make feeding more consistent.



The best choice depends on the horse’s needs, preferences, and sensitivity to starch.

How can I tell whether my horse feed is helping with weight gain?

Watch for steady improvement in body condition score, a healthier topline, more consistent energy, and better
coat quality. If the horse is still losing weight or not improving after a reasonable period, the feed may not
provide enough calories, protein, or digestible energy. Reevaluate the ration and forage base before increasing
grain too quickly.

How can I estimate horse feed cost per month?

Begin with the daily feeding rate, multiply by the bag price, and calculate how long a bag lasts. A horse feed cost
calculator can make this easier, but you can also compare cost per day by dividing the bag price by the number
of feedings it provides. This helps you understand the real horse feed cost and compare options more
accurately.


