
Winter Storm Uri was a wake-up call for many North Texas homeowners. It did not just bring cold air, it exposed
weak points in houses that were already under stress from heat, shifting soil, and normal wear. Windows and
doors are often the first parts of the home to show it.

Why A Hard Freeze Creates Window And Door Problems
A hard freeze stresses a home in ways that are easy to miss until the weather warms back up. Window frames
contract. Door slabs shift in their openings. Old sealant becomes brittle. If the house already has settling or age-
related movement, winter just makes it more obvious.

Moisture on the inside of the glass can be manageable. Moisture inside the glass unit itself is not. If the seal is
broken, the insulating gas has usually escaped and the window no longer performs the way it should.

Drafts are another issue. Once weatherstripping hardens or compresses unevenly, cold air slips in around the sash
or at the meeting rails. Homeowners often feel this first near the floor, around trim, or at the corners of the frame.
A light hand test on a windy day can tell you a lot.

Exterior doors often reveal problems in the hardware before the slab itself fails. Hinges can sag, strike plates can
go out of alignment, and thresholds can stop sitting evenly. Once that happens, even a good door can start
leaking air and water.

Why Foundation Movement Shows Up At Windows And Doors
North Texas homes deal with expansive clay soil year-round, and winter does not make that easier. The ground
can swell after moisture and shrink when it dries out, which puts stress on framing and finishes. When the house
moves even a little, windows and doors are often the first places to show it.

A homeowner may blame the sash, but the real issue can be the opening around it. If the house has settled
unevenly, the jamb can twist just enough to throw the operating hardware off. The same thing happens with
exterior doors, especially on older homes or homes that have had additions.

When problems cluster around one side of the house, that is often a clue. Windows and doors are not usually
failing in isolation. They are reacting to the frame around them, and sometimes to the soil under that frame.

When Windows And Doors Need More Than A Tune-Up
There is a difference between a part that has aged and a unit that has failed. If the frame is sound, repair may
make sense. If the unit is no longer sealing, no longer operating correctly, or no longer insulating well,
replacement becomes the more practical option.

If you are checking damage after a freeze, start with the basics:

Does the sash open and close without force?

Is there visible gap or daylight around the frame?

Do you see moisture between panes?

Do locks, latches, and deadbolts line up cleanly?

Has paint, trim, or caulk split near the opening?



That quick inspection will not tell you everything, but it can separate cosmetic wear from something more
serious. If the glass is intact but the seals have failed, replacement of the insulated glass unit may be enough in
some cases. If the frame is twisted or the door slab is warped, full replacement is usually the better long-term
answer.

If the goal is to avoid the same problem next season, replacement can be the smarter fix, especially when the
window or door is already working against the house rather than with it.

What Materials And Features Help Homes In North Texas
Winter damage is often a reminder that the cheapest unit is not always the least expensive choice over time.
Homes in this region benefit from products that resist air leakage, manage solar gain, and hold their alignment
when the house moves a little.
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Frame material matters too. Homeowners often ask about best window frame material for Texas heat vinyl vs
fiberglass vs aluminum. Vinyl can be a good value, fiberglass is strong and stable, and aluminum has its place in
certain designs but usually conducts more heat than the other two.

If storm resistance is part of the conversation, are impact resistant windows worth it for hail in North Texas is a
fair question. In hail-prone areas, they can make sense, especially when combined with proper installation and
strong exterior doors. They are not a cure-all, but they can reduce the chance of repeated damage.

Winter storms like Uri do not just create one-off damage. They reveal weak points that were already there, then
make those weak points harder to ignore. If your windows are fogging, your doors are sticking, or your trim
keeps separating after temperature swings, those are useful clues, not random annoyances. Fixing the real cause
now can save you from chasing the same problem after the next cold front.
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