
Foundation problems do not always begin with visible slab cracks. In many Dallas homes, the first clues are
windows that bind and exterior doors that stick, because the frame openings are telling you the house has
shifted.

That is especially true in Dallas, where expansive clay soil can move a home just enough to throw openings out of
square. Once that happens, trim gaps widen, latches miss, and hardware starts fighting the frame.

How Expansive Clay Soil Forces Openings Out Of Square
A house does not need to move very much for the symptoms to show up. Even small foundation changes can
make a sash bind, a lock miss its strike plate, or an exterior door scrape the jamb.

In Dallas, the soil cycle is a big part of the story. Heavy rain can swell the ground under one side of the house,
then a hot, dry stretch can pull moisture back out and let that side settle. The frame twists with the structure, and
the opening no longer behaves like a rectangle.

The symptoms are often more obvious during wet months or after a long dry spell. That is when the frame
changes shape just enough for rubbing, sticking, or air leakage to become impossible to ignore.

What Damaged Windows And Doors Look Like In Real Homes
The first sign is often operational, not cosmetic. If a window used to open with one hand and now needs both
hands, or if a door catches only at the top corner, the opening may be out of square.

You may also see cosmetic clues around the opening. Miter joints in casing can separate, drywall cracks can form
above corners, and paint lines may split where the trim meets the wall. Those details are often the surface
expression of deeper movement.

That is when a closer inspection becomes important, because what starts as an annoying fit issue can turn into
damaged trim, failed seals, broken locks, or a frame that no longer performs well at all.

When A Sticking Door Or Window Becomes A Replacement Decision
A frame that has shifted does more than make the door annoying to use. It can let in air, dust, and water, and it
can also weaken how securely the unit locks.

Water intrusion is one of the biggest risks. If the frame no longer sits tight against the wall opening, rain can find
its way into trim, subfloor edges, or wall cavities. Over time, that can lead to rot, swelling, stained drywall, and
more expensive repairs than a straightforward adjustment would have been.

Not every sticking window or door needs full replacement, but the decision should be based on the cause, not
just the symptom. If the opening has only minor movement and the unit itself is in good shape, adjustments may
solve it. If the frame is warped, the seal has failed, or the unit no longer sits correctly even after repair,
replacement becomes the more practical path.

How To Respond When Windows Or Doors Start Sticking
If more than one opening is acting up, or if you see fresh cracks windows Windows of Dallas near the corners, it is
smart to bring in someone who understands both the opening and the structure around it.
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For homes with older frames, especially those already showing trim cracks or repeated sticking, it may be worth
comparing repair cost against replacement cost. That is true whether you are looking at a front entry, a patio
door, or older windows that no longer seal well.

Dallas soil movement is common, but it should not be treated as harmless. The earlier you catch the signs at
windows and exterior doors, the more likely you are to avoid water intrusion, failed locks, and premature
replacement.


